Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



GREAT GAIN. 



6BEAT 6AIW. 



»J««»»«d frwa tl» Writing, 



OF 



THOMAS BBOOKS. 




EDINBURGH • 



RDTSTBCROn : 

l»RIltTXD BY 8CHENCK AKD M'FARLA.ir B, 

ST JAMKR' SQUARK. 



NOTE. 



" As a writer, Brooks scatters stars with both 
his hands : he hath dust of gold ; in his store- 
house are all manner of precious stones. . • . 
One of these pithy extracts may assist our 
meditations for a whole day, and may open up 
some sweet passage of Scripture to our imder- 
standings ; and perhaps some brief sentence 
may stick in the sinner's conscience, like an 
arrow from the bow of God." 

C. H. Spuegeon. 



TO THE HEADER 



Honest Header, let me advise thee, next to 
the Bible, let it be thy chief care, as thou art 
curious and careful for wholesome food, for 
the health and preservation of thy body, so 
be no less careful to make sound and solid 
divinity books thy chief study and delight. 

Thomas Beooes. 



} 



GREAT GAIN. 



GODLINESS IS GREAT GAIN. 

** GoDUNESS IS GREAT GAIN." the joy, the peaoe, 
the comfort, the rest that saints meet with in the 
ways and service of God ! They find thalrreligious 
services are not empty things, but things in which 
God is pleased to discover his beauty and glory 
to their souls. " My soul thirsts for God/' saith 
David, ^'that I might see thy beauty and thy 
glory, as I have seen Thee in thy sanctuary." O 
the sweet looks, the sweet words, the eweet hints, 
the sweet joggings, the sweet influences, the sweet 
love-letters that gracious souls have from heaven^ 
when they wait upon God m YiaVj ^xA\jkRss:^^s^ 
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services, the least of which will darken and out- 
weigh all the bravery and glory of this world, and 
richly recompense the soul for all the troubles, 
afflictions, and dangers that have attended it in the 
service of God I Oh ! the saints can say, under all 
their troubles and afflictions, that they have meat 
to eat, and drink to drink, that the world knows 
not of ; that they have such incomes, such refresh- 
ments, such warmings, etc., that they would not 
exchange for all the honours, riches, and dainties 
of this world I Ah I let but a Christian compare 
his external losses with his spiritual, internal, and 
external gain, and he shall find that, for every 
penny he loses in the service of God, he gains a 
pound ; and for every pound that he loses, he gains 
a hundred; for every hundred lost, he gains a 
thousand. We lose pins in his service, and find 
pearls; we lose the favour of the creature, and 
peace with the creature, and, haply, the comforts 
and contents of the creature, and we gain the favour 
of God, peace with conscience, and the comforts and 
contents of a better life. Ah, did the men of this 
world know the sweet that saints enjoy in afflic- 
tions^ they would rather choose Manasseh's iron 




VALUE OF THE TRUTH. 11 

ehun than his golden crown ; they would rather 
be Paul a prisoner, than Paul rapt up in the third 
heaven 1 For '' light afflictions/' they shall have 
"a weight of glory;" for a few afflictions, they 
shall have these joys, pleasures, and contents, that 
are as the stars of heaven, or as the sands of the 
sea that cannot be numbered ; for momentary afflic- 
tions, they shall have an eternal crown of glory. 

VALT7B or THE TRITTH. 

Solomon bids us buy the truth, but doth not tell 
us what it must cost, because we must get it 
though it be ever so dear. We must love it 
both shining and scorching. Every parcel of truth 
is precious, as the filings of gold ; we must either 
live with it or die for it.. As Ruth said to Naomi, 
" Whither thou goest I will go, and where thou 
lodgest I will lodge, and nothing but death shall 
part thee and me :" so must gracious spirits say, . 
Where truth goes I will go, and where truth lodges 
I will lodge, and nothing but death shall part me 
and the truth. A man may lawfully sell his 
house, land, and jewels*, bnt tiuVScLSa^Vi^^'^s^a^ 
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exceeds all price, and must not be sold: it is 
our heritage. '^ Thy testimonies have I taken as 
an heritage for ever." It is a legacy that our 
forefathers have bought with their blood, which 
should make us willing to lay down anything, and 
to lay out anything, that we may, with the wise 
merchant in the Gospel, purchase this precious 
pearl, which is more worth than heaven and earth, 
and which will make a man live happily, die com- 
fortably, and reign eternally. 

TnE HAPPIEST MAN. 

It is not the knowing, nor the talking, nor the 
reading man, but the dxiing man that at last will 
be found the happiest man. 

SATAN*S WILES. 

Satan with ease puts fallacies upon us by his 
golden baits, and then he leads us and leaves us 
in a fool's paradise. He promises the soul honour, 
pleasure, profit, etc., but pays the soul with the 
greatest contempt, shame, and loss that can be. 
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ACTION A CHRISTIAN DUTY. 

If it be not strong upon thy heart to practise 
what thou readest, to what end dost thou read ? 
To increase thine own condemnation ? If thy light 
and knowledge be not turned into practice, the 
more knowing man thou art, the more miserable 
man wilt thou be in the day of recompense ; thy 
light and knowledge will more torment thee than 
all the devils in hell; thy knowledge will be 
that rod that will etemaUy lash thee, and that 
scorpion that will for ever bite thee, and that 
worm that will everlastingly gnaw thee; there- 
fore, read and labour to know, that thou mayest 
do, or else thou art undone for ever. When 
Demosthenes was asked. What was the first part 
of an oratoif, what the second, and what the 
third? he answered. Action. The same may I say. 
If any should ask me, What is the first, the 
second, the third part of a Christian? I must 
answer, Action ; as that man who reads that he 
may know, and who labours that he may do, 
will have two heavens — a heaven of joy, peace, 
and comfort on earth, and a heaven of ^or^ wa.^ 
happiness after death. 
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THE DANGER OF RICHES. 

Adyersitt hath slain her thousand, but prosperity 
her ten thousand. 



BITTER SWEETS. 

Mant long to be meddling with the murdering 
morsels of sin, which nourish not, but rent and 
consume the belly, the soul that receives them. 
Many eat that on earth that they may digest in 
hell. Sin's murdering morsels will deceive those 
that devour them. Adam's apple was a bitter 
sweet; Esau's mess was a bitter sweet; the 
Israelite's quails a bitter sweet ; Jonathan's honey 
a bitter sweet; and Adonijah's dainties a bitter 
sweet. After the meal is ended, then comes the 
reckoning. Men must not think to dine and 
dance with the devil, and then to sup with Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven ; 
to feed upon the poison of asps, and yet that the 
viper's tongue should not slay them. 

When the asp stings a man, it doth first tickle 
^m 80 aa it makes him laugh, till the poison, by 




THE POWER OF SIN, 15 

little and little, gets to the heart, and then it 
pains him more than eyer it delighted him. So 
doth sin ; it may please a little at first, but it will 
pain the soul with a witness at last ; yea, if there 
were the least real delight in sin, there could be 
no perfect hell, where men shall be most perfectly 
tormented with their sin. 



THE POWER or SIN. 

Sin gives Satan a power over us, and an advantage 
to accuse us, and to lay claim to us, as those that 
wear his badge. It is of a very bewitching nature ; 
it bewitches the soul, where it is upon the throne, 
that the soul cannot leave it, though it perish 
eternally by it. Sin so bewitches the soul, that it 
makes the soul call evil good, and good evil ; bitter 
sweet, and sweet bitter, light darkness, and dark- 
ness light; and a soul thus bewitched with sin 
will stand it out to the death, at the sword's point 
with God ; let God strike and wound, and cut to 
the very bone, yet the bewitched soul cares not, 
fears not, but will still hold on in a course oi 
wickedness, as you may Bee Va '&\yMcw^^^"wai«xsv^ 
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and Judas. Tell the bewitched soul that sin is a 
viper that will certainly kill when it is not killed, 
that sin often kills secretly, insensibly, eternally^ 
yet the bewitched soul cannot, nor will not, cease 
from sin. 



A GOOD CHRISTIAN. 

Two things make a good Christian — ^good actions 
and good aims ; and though a good aim doth not 
make a bad action good, as in Uriah, yet a bad 
aim makes a good action bad, as in Jehu, whose 
justice was approved, but his policy punished. 

SMALL SINS. 

The viper is killed by the little ones that are 
nourished and cherished in her belly : so are many 
men eternally killed and betrayed by the little 
sins, as they call them, that are nourished in their 
own bosoms. Caesar was stabbed with bodkins. 
Pope Adrian was choked with a gnat. A scorpion 
IB little, yet able to sting a lion to death. A 
mouse la bui little, yet killeth an elephant, i( he 
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gets up into his trunk. The leopard being great, 
is poisoned with a head of garlic. The smallest 
errors prove many times most dangerous. It is 
as much treason to coin pence as bigger pieces. 

BEWARE OF SIN. 

A POISONOUS pill is never a whit the less poisonous 
because it is ^Ided over with gold; nor a wolf 
is never a whit the less a wolf because he hath 
put on a sheep's skin; nor the devil is never a 
whit less a devil because he appears sometimes 
like an angel of light. So neither is sin any whit 
the less filthy and abominable by its being painted 
over with virtue's colours. 



MEDITATION. 

It is not hasty reading, but serious meditating 
upon holy and heavenly truths, that makes them 
prove sweet and profitable to the soul. It is not 
the bee's touching of the flower that gathers 
honey, but her abiding for a time upon & fLsr^^t. 
that draws out the sweet. It \a tvsjN* V^ *^^ 
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reads most, but he that meditates most, that will 
prove the choicest, sweetest, wisest, and strongest 
Christian. 



Satan's duplicity. 

Till we have sinned, Satan is a parasite: when 
we have sinned, he is a tyrant. 

SPIRITUAL PRIDE. 

Oh, take heed of spiritual pride I Pride fills our 
fancies, and weakens our graces, and makes room 
in our hearts for error. There are no men on 
earth so soon entangled, and so easily conquered by 
error, as proud souls. Oh, it is dangerous to love 
to be wise above what is written, to be curious and 
unsober in your desire of knowledge, and to trust 
to your own capacities and abilities to imdertake 
to pry into all secrets, and to be puffed up with a 
carnal mindt Souls that are thus a-soaring up 
above the bounds and limits of humility, usually 
fall into the very worst of errors, as experience 
dotb daUy endence. 



A PERTINENT QUESTION 1^ 



TRUE GOODNIBS. 

Ft ifl in fashion to seem at least to be good among 
the good ; but to be really good among those that 
are bad, that are eminently bad, argues not only a 
truth of goodneas, but a great degree of goodness. 

A PERTINENT QUESTION. 

A COMPANY of near friends dining together one 
Sabbath-day, one that was at table, to preyent 
impertinent discourse, said " that it wds a ques- 
tion whether they should aD go to hearen or no,** 
which struck them all into a dump, and eansed 
eyery one to enter into a serious consideration 
with themselyea. One thought^ if any of this 
company go to hell, it must be I; and so thought 
another and another ; and indeed so thought every 
one th^i pre8ent,-^-aa well serrants that waited 
as those that sat at table, as it was afterwards 
acknowledged ; and, through the mercy and bless- 
ing of God, this speech so wrought upon the spirits 
of most ol them, that it proved tloi^ %n^» yds^scq.^ 
m&atal maauft of their oohtqisioiv. 
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OPPORTDNITT. 

Thb ancients painted opportunity with a hairy 
forehead, but bald behind, to signify that, while 
a man hath opportunity before him, he may lay 
hold on it ; but if he suffer it to slip away, he can- 
not pull it back again. 

HOLD FAST THB TRUTH. 

As men take no hold on the arm of flesh till they 
let go the arm of God, so men take no hold of 
error till they let go their hold of truth; therefore 
hold fast the truth. Truth is thy crown; hold 
fast thy crown, and let no man take thy crown 
from thee. Hath not God made truth sweet to 
thy soul, yea, sweeter than honey, or the honey- 
comb 7 and wilt not thou go on to heayen, feed- 
ing upon truth, that heavenly honeycomb, as Sam- 
son did of his honeycomb ? Ah, souls, have you 
not found truth sweetening your spirits, and rais- 
ing your spirits, and corroborating your spirits ? 
Have you not found truth a guide to lead you, a 
siaff to uphold jon, a ooidial to fttt«ii<^\i^u ^q^,, 
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and a plaster to heal you? And will not you 
hold fast the truth ? Hath not truth been your 
best friend in your worst days ? Hath not truth 
stood by you when friends have forsaken you? 
Hath not truth done more for yon than ail the 
world could do against you, and will you not hold 
fast the truth? Is not truth your right eye, 
without which you cannot see for Christ? And 
your right hand, with which you cannot do for 
Christ ? And your right foot, without which you 
cannot walk with Christ? And will not you 
hold fast truth ? Oh ! hold fast the truth in your 
judgments and understandings, in your wills and 
affections, in your profession and conversation 1 

Truth is more precious than gold or rubies, and 
all the things thou canst desire are not to be 
compared to her. Truth is that heavenly glass 
wherein we may see the lustre and glory of Divine 
wisdom, power, greatness, love, and mercifulness. 
In this glass you may see the face of Christ, the 
favour of Christ, the riches of Christ, and the 
heart of Christ, beating and working sweetly 
towards your souls. Oh I let your souls cleave 
to the truth, as Ruth did io "^^j^Tca^ «sA «»:^>' 
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will not leave trath, nor return from following 
after truth ; but where truth goes I will go, and 
where truth lodges I will lodge ; and nothing but 
death will port truth and my soul." What John 
said to the Ohurch at Philadelphia, I maj say to 
you: '^Hold hat that which thou hast, that no 
man take thy crown." The crown is the top 
of royalties: suoh a thing is truth; let no man 
take thy crown. ^' Hold fast the faithful word," 
as Titus speaks. You had better let go anything 
than truth ; yoa had better let go your honours 
and riches, your friends and pleasures, and the 
worlds favours ; yea, your nearest and dearest 
relations, ay, your very lives, than to let go truth. 
Oh, keep the truth, and that will make you safe 
and happy for ever. Blessed are those souls that 
are kept by truth I 

WHY IfBN LCnrS Tins WORLD. 

The main reason why men doat upon the world, 
and damn their souls to get the world, is because 
they are not acquainted with a greater glory. 
Men ate acorns, till they were acquainted with 
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the use of wheat. Ah, were men more acquainted 
with what anion and communion with God means, 
what it is to haye " a new name, and a new stone, 
that none knows but he that hath it;" did they 
but taste more of heaven, ^d live more in heaven, 
and had more glorious hopes of going to heaven, 
ah, how eaflily would thej have the moon under 
their feetl 



THE BREVmr OP LTPB. 

Our life is but as a few days. It is but as a 
vapour, a span, a flower, a shadow, a dream ; and 
therefore Seneca saith well, that " though death 
be before the old man's face, yet he may be as 
near the young man's back." Man's life is the 
shadow of smoke, the dream of a shadow. One 
doubteth whether to call it a dying life, or a 
living death. 

REMEMBER TftT CREATOR. 

" RsuEHBER now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days coixii^ \vo\i,\i'at ^^^^^^js.^ 
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draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no plea- 
sure in them ! " Remember now ; T say now f 
Now is an atom, it will puzzle the wisdom of a 
philosopher, the skill of an angel, to divide. Now 
is a monosyllable in all learned languages : '^ Re- 
member now thy Creator I " Remember Him pre- 
sently, instantly, for thou dost not know what a 
day, what an hour, may bring forth ; thou canst 
not tell what deadly sin, what deadly tempta- 
tion, what deadly judgment, may overtake thee, if 
thou dost not now, even now, ''remember thy 
Creator." 

THB UNCERTAINTY OP DEATH. 

Death may suddenly and unexpectedly seize upon 
you ; you have no lease of your lives. Youth is 
as fickle as old age. The young man may find 
graves enough of his length in burial-places. As 
green wood and old logs meet in one fire, so young 
sinners and old sinners meet in one hell and bum 
together. When the young man is in his spring 
and prime, then he is cut off and dies : " One dieth 
in his full strength, being wholly at ease and 
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quiet ; his breasts are full of milk, and his bones 
are moistened with marrow." David's children 
die when young, so did Job's and Jeroboam's. 
Every day's experience tells us, that the young 
man's life is as much a vapour as the old 
man's is. 

NOW IS THE TIME. 

Hb that will not at the first-hand buy good 
counsel cheap, shall at the second-hand buy re- 
pentance over dear. 

MAKE SURE OF ETEKNITT. 

Ah ! young men and women, God calls, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ calls, and the Spirit of 
Christ in the Gospel calls, and the rage of Satan 
calls, and your sad state and condition call, and 
the happiness and blessedness of glorified saints 
call, — ^these all call aloud upon you to make sure 
a glorious eternity, before you fall out into that 
dreadful ocean. All your eternal good depends 
upon the short and uncertain moments of your 
lives ; and if the thread oi ^oxxt ^i-^oa ^ovs^^Xs^ 
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out bofore a happy eternity is made sure; woe to 
you that ever you were bom I Do not say, O young 
man, that thou art young, and hereafter will be 
time enough to provide for eternity ; for eternity 
may bo at the door, ready to carry thee away for 
over. Every day's experience speaks out eternity 
to bo as near the young man's back as it is before 
the old man's face. grasp to-day the diadem 
of a blessed eternity, lest thou art cut off before 
the morning oomesl Though there is but one 
way to come into this world, yet there are a thou- 
sand thousand ways to be sent out of it. 

INSINUATING POWER OF SIN. 

Sin is of an encroaching nature ; it creeps on the 
soul by degrees, step by step, till it hath the soul 
to the very height of sin. David gives way to his 
wandering eye, and this led him to those foul sins 
that caused God to break his bones, and to turn his 
day into night, and to leave his soul in great 
darkness. Jacob and Peter, and other saints, have 
found this true by woeful experience, that the 
gelding to a lesser sin hath been the ushering in 
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of a greater. The little thief will open the door, 
and make way for the greater; and the little 
wedge knocked in will make way for the greater. 
Satan will first draw theo to sit with the drunkard, 
and then to sip with the drunkard, and then at 
last to be drunk with the drunkard. He will 
draw thee to be unclean in thy thoughts, and then 
to be unclean in thy looks, and then to be unclean 
in thy words, and at last to be unclean in thy 
practices. He will first draw thee to look upon 
the golden wedge, and then to handle the golden 
wedge, and then at last, by wicked ways, to gain 
the golden wedge, though thou runnest the hazard 
of losing God and thy soul for ever ; as you may 
see in Gehazi, Achan, and Judas, and many in 
these our days. 

THE USES OP APFLICnON. 

AFFUcnoNS are God's furnace, by which He cleanses 
his people from their dross. Afiliction is a fire to 
purge out our dross, and to make virtue shine ; it 
is a potion to carry away ill humours, better thaiL 
all the henedidum niedicamentum, «i& -^^^ivssss^ 
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call them. Aloes kill worms ; colds and frosia do 
destroy vermin; so do afflictions the corruptions 
that are in our hearts. 



EARNEST PRATER. 

" The working prayer of a righteous man avidleth 
much." That prayer that sets the whole man 
a- work, will work wonders in heaven, in the heart, 
and in the earth. Earnest prayer, like Saul's 
sword and Jonathan's bow, never returns empty. 

aQa>*S JUSTICE. 

God is as just as He is merciful. As the Scrip- 
tures speak Him out to be a very merciful God, 
so they speak Him out to be a very just' God. 
Witness his casting the angels out of heaven, and 
his binding them in chains of darkness till the 
judgment of the great day ; and witness his turn- 
ing Adam out of Paradise, his drowning of the 
old world, and his raining hell out of heaven upon 
Sodom ; and witness all the crosses, losses, sick- 
neaaed, and diseases that be in the world; and 
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"witnefls Tophet, that was prepared of old ; witness 
his ''treasuring up of wrath against the day of 
wrath, unto the revelation of the just judgments 
of God ;'' but, above all, witness the pouring forth 
of all his wrath upon his bosom Son, when He did 
bear the sins of his people, and cried out, " My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me I" 

KYIL FOR GOOD. 

To render good for evil is Divine, to render good 
for good is human, to render evil for evil is brutish ; 
but to render evil for good is devilish ; and from 
this evil deliver my soul, God. 

god's FORBEABANCaS NO QUITTANCE. 

God's forbearance is no quittance. The day is at 
hand when He vnll pay wicked men for the abuse 
of old and new mercies. If He seem to be slow, 
yet He is sure. He hath leaden heels, but iron 
hands. The farther He stretcheth his bow, or 
draweth his arrow, the deeper He will ntowxsjIvol 
the day of vengeance. Mqh^s ^^onitA «k^ ^IS^Ss^ 
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print in hearen, and (jod will, in the day of 
account, read them aloud in the ears of all the 
world, that they may all say Amen to that righte* 
ous sentence that He shall pass upon all despisers 
and abusers of meroy. 

THE CURSE OF GOD. 

The curse of God haunts the wicked, as it were a 
fury, in all his ways. In the city it attends him, 
in the country horeis oyer him; coming in, it 
accompanies him;. going forth, it followB him; 
and in travel it is his comrade. It fills his store 
with strife, and mingles the wrath of God with 
his sweetest morsels. It is a moth in his ward- 
robe, murrain among his cattle, mildew in the 
field, rot among Sheep, and ofttimes makes the 
fruit of his loins his greatest vexation and con* 
fusion. There is no solid joy, nor lasting peace, 
nor pure comfort, that attends sinners in their 
sinful ways. There is a sword of yengeance that 
doth every moment hang over their heads by a 
small thread ; and what joy and content can 
attend such souls, if the eye of conscience be but 
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80 far open as to see the srroid ? Ah I the horrors 
and terrors, the tremblings and shaking?, that 
attttid their souls I 



A BELIEYER^S INHERITANCE. 

A beubter's inheritance, his glory, his happiness, 
his blessedness, shall be as fresh and flourishing 
after he hath been many thousand thousands of 
years in heaven as it was at his first entrance 
into it. Earthly inheritances are like tennis-balls, 
which are bandied up and down from one to 
another, and in time wore out. The creature is 
all shadow and vanity; it is filia noctis, like 
Jonah's gourd. Man can sit under its shadow 
but a little, little while ; it soon decays and dies ; 
it quickly fades and withers. There is a worm at 
the root of all earthly inheritances, that will con- 
sume them in time. All earthly comforts and 
contents are but like a fair picture that is drawn 
upon the ice, which continueth not; or like the 
morning cloud, that soon passeth away; but a 
believer's inheritance endureth for ever. When 
this world shall be no more, when time shall be 
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no more, the inheritance of the saints shall be 
fresh, flourishing, and continuing. With Augus- 
tine, we will say: "What will that life be, or 
rather what will not that life be, since all good 
either is not at all, or is in such a life ? Light, 
which place cannot comprehend ; voices and music, 
which time cannot ravish away; odours, which 
are never dissipated ; a feast, which is never con- 
sumed ; a blessing, which eternity bestoweth, but 
eternity shall never see at an end. So this, all 
this, is the heritage of all God's Jacobs." 

THE EVIL OP PROSPERITY. 

Prosperitt hath been a stumbling-block, at which 
millions have stumbled and fallen, and broke the 
neck of their souls for ever. 



CHRISTIAN SINCERITY. 

Sincerity is the shine, the lustre, the beauty, the 
glory of all a Christian's graces. A sincere soul 
is like a crystal glass with a light in the midst of 
it, which gives light every way. A sincere soul 
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is like the "violet, which grows low, and hides 
itself and its own sweetness, as much as may be, 
with its own leayes. 



A christian's hope. 

A GmttSTiAN's hope is not like that of Pandora, 
which may fly out of the box, and bid the soul 
farewell. No, it is like the morning light; the 
least beam of it shall commence into a complete 
sunshine ; it is aurora gaudii, and it shall shine 
forth brighter and brighter till perfect day. 

LIFE IN HEAVEN. 

In heaten there shall be no sin, no devil, no 
sinner, no false friends; there shall be nothing, 
there shall jAot be the least thing that may in- 
terrupt a saint's rest. Heaven is above all winds 
and weather, storms and tempests, earthquakes 
and heartquakes. There is only that which is 
amiable and desirable ; there is nothing to cloud a 
Christian's joy, or to interrupt a Chriatlwcv^ t^^V». 
When once a soul is asleep m \]V\^ >aQ»wtsv ^K 
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Abraham, none can awake him, none can molest 
or disturb him. Here is joy without sorrow, 
blessedness without misery, health without sick- 
ness, light without darkness, abundance without 
want, beauty without deformity, honour without 
disgrace, ease without labour, and peace without 
interruption or perturbation. Here shall be eyes 
without tears, hearts without fears, and sojils 
without sin. Here shall be no evil to molest the 
soul ; here shall be all good to cheer the soul, and 
all hafypiness to satisfy the soul ; . and what then 
can possibly interrupt the rest of the soul ? 

THB POWER OF ERROR. 

Gross errors make the heart foolish, and render 
the life loose, and the soul light in the eyes of 
God. Error spreads and frets like a gangrene, 
and renders the soul a leper in the sight of God. 

AFFLICTION. 

Luther fitly calls affliction '' The Christian man's 
dJvinhj, " 
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TOE TRIALS OF LIFE. 

This life is full of trials, full of troubles, and full 
of changes. Sin within, and Satan and the world 
without, will keep a Christian from rest, till he 
comes to rest in the bosom of Christ. The life 
of a Christian is a race ; but what rest have they 
that are still a-running their race ? The life of a 
Christian is a warfare ; and what rest have they 
that are engaged in a constant warfare ? The life 
of a Christian is the life of a pilgrim ; and what 
rest hath a pilgrim, who is still a-travelling from 
place to place ? A pilgrim is like Noah's dove, that 
could find no rest for the sole of her foot. The fears, 
the snares, the cares, the changes, etc., that attend 
believers in this word, are such that will keep 
them from taking up their rest here. A Christian 
hears these words always sounding in his ears, 
" Arise, for this is not thy resting-place." A 
man may as well expect to find heaven in hell, as 
expect to find rest in this world. What misery 
do we not undergo in this life? What storms 
and tempests do we not endure? Witlv. ^Vs»^ 
troubles are we not tofta^*l "^Vo^"^ ^wSia. S& 
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spared? Man's sorrowEi begin when his days 
begin, and his sorrows are multiplied as his days 
are multiplied ; his whole life is but one continued 
grief. Labour wears him, care tears him, fears 
toss him, losses vex him, dangers trouble him, 
crosses disquiet him, nothing pleases him ; in the 
day he wishes. Would God it were night, and in 
the night, Would God it were day; before he 
rises he sig!fo ; before he washes he weeps ; before 
he feeds he fears ; under all his abundance he is 
in wants ; and " in the midst of his sufficiency he 
is in straits." 

GOD AND SIN. 

God is light, sin is darkness ; God is life, sin is 
death ; God is heaven, sin is hell ; God is beauty, 
sin is deformity. 

GOD OPPOSED TO ALL SIN. 

Those sins which we are apt to account small, 

have brought upon men the greatest wrath of 

God, as the eating of an apple, gathering a few 

sticks on the Sabbath-day, arid \.Ci\ici\vvTv^ oil i\\A 
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ftrk. Oh I the dreadful wrath that these sins 
brought down upon the heads and hearts of men I 
The least sin is contrary to the law of God, the 
nature of God, the being of God, and the glory of 
God ; and therefore it is often punished severely 
by God. And do not we see daily the vengeance 
of the Almighty falling upon the bodies, names, 
states, families, and souls of men, for those sins 
^hat are but little ones in their eyes ? Surely, if 
we are not utterly left of God, and blinded by 
Satan, we cannot but see it. Oh I therefore, 
when Satan says it is but a little one, do thou 
say. Oh I but those sins that thou callest little are 
such as will cause God to rain hell out of heaven 
upon sinners, as he did upon the Sodomites. 

THE BEGINNING OP SIN. 

Corruption in the heart, when it breaks forth, is 
like a breach in the sea, which begins in a narrow 
passage, till it eats through and casts all before it. 
The debates of the soul are quick, and soon ended, 
and that may be done in a moment that may 
undo a man for ever. WUeii a, ii:kSwTi.\va*^\iw^ssi. 
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to sin, he knows not where, or when, or how he 
shall make a stop of sin. Usually the soul goes 
on from evil to evil, from folly to folly, till it be 
ripe for eternal misery. Men usually grow from 
being naught to be very naught, and from being 
very naught to be stark naught; and then God 
sets them at naught for ever. 

• sin's MISCHIBVOlfSNESS. 

It cast angels out of heaven, and Adam out of 
Paradise ; it laid the first comer-stone in hell, and 
brought in all the curses, crosses, and miseries that 
be in the world ; and it makes men liable to all tem- 
poral, spiritual, and eternal wrath ; it hath made 
men Godless, Christless, hopeless, and heavenless. 

THE YIRTUB OP DIVINE LOVE. 

As there is an attractive, so there is a compul- 
sive virtue in Divine love. Love to Christ and 
souls will make a man willing to spend and be 
spent. lie that prays himself to death, that 
jDreaches himself to death, that studies him- 
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self to death, that sweats himself to death, for the 
hoxK)ur of Christ and the good of souls, shall be 
no loser in the end. Divine love is like a rod of 
myrtle, which, as Pliny reports, makes the tra- 
veller that carries it in his hand that he shall 
never be faint and weary. Divine love is very 
operative ; si non operatuvy non est ; if it do not 
work, it is an argument it is not at all. Divine 
love, like fire, is not idle, but active. He that 
loves cannot be barren. Love will make the soul 
constant and abimdant in well-doing. God admits 
none to heaven, saith Justin Martyr, but such as 
can persuade Him by their works that they love 
Him. The very heathen Seneca hath observed, 
that (Jod doth not love his children with a weak, 
womanish affection, but with a strong, masculine 
love; and, certainly, they that love the Lord 
strongly, — that love Him with a masculine love, 
— they cannot but lay out their little all for Him 
and his glory. 

god's greatness. 

God hath in himself all the good of angels, of men, 
and universal nature; He Via.\\i «Xi ^"wtv^^ "^Si^. 
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dignities, all riches, all treasures, all pleasuies, all 
comforts, all delights, all joys, all beatitudes, 
God is that one infinite perfection ia himself 
which is eminently and virtually all perfections of 
the creatures, and, therefore, He is firstly to be 
sought. Abstracts do better express Him than 
concretes and adjectives. He is being, bonity, 
power, wisdom, justice, mercy, goodness, and love 
itself, and therefore worthy to be sought before all 
other things. 

DEATH THE OAIN OF THE CfHRISTfAN. 

A Christianas dying day is the Lord's pay-day ; 
that is, a time to receive wages, not to do work. 

THE UNCERTAINTY OP LIFE 

As the life of man is very short, so it is very un- 
certain. Now well, now sick; alive this hour, 
and dead the next. Death doth not always give 
warning before hand. Sometimes he gives the 
mortal blow suddenly ; he comes behind with his 
dart, and strikes a man at the heart before he 
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saith, "Have I found thee, mine enemy?" 
Eutychus fell down dead suddenly; death sud- 
denly arrested David's sons and Job's sons; 
Augustus died in a compliment, Galba with a 
sentence, Yespasian with a jest; Zeuxis died 
laughing at the picture of an old woman, which 
he drew with his own hands; Sophocles was 
choked with the stone in a grape ; Diodorus, the 
logician, died for shame that he could not answer 
a jocularly-put question propounded at the table 
by Stilpo ; Joannes Meaflius, preaching upon the 
raising of the woman of Nain's son from the 
dead, within three hours after died himself. 

Ah, young men and women, have you not 
cause, great cause, to be good betimes ? for death 
is sudden in his approaches. Nothing more sure 
than death, and nothing more uncertain than life. 
Therefore, know the Lord betimes, turn from your 
sins betimes; lay hold on the Lord, and make 
peace with Him betimes, that you may never say, 
as Caesar Borgia said when he wad sick to death : 
" When I lived," he said, " I provided for every- 
thing but death ; now I must die, and am. vjjcv^'c^- 
vided to die / " 
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THE christian's SAFETY. 

A BELIEVER'S treasure is always safe in the hands 
of Christ. His life is safe, his soul is safe, his 
grace is safe, his comfort is safe, and his crown is 
safe in the hands of Christ. '' I know Him in 
whom I have believed, and that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him until that 
day," saith the apostle. The child's most preci- 
ous things are most scarce in his father's hands ; 
so are our souls, our graces, and our comforts in 
the hands of Christ. 

WHY GOD SENDS AFFLICTION. 

" He afflicts us for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness.'- The flowers smell 
sweetest after a shower ; vines bear the better for 
bleeding; the walnut-tree is most fruitful when 
most beaten. Saints spring and thrive most in- 
ternally when they are most externally afflicted. 
Afflictions are called by some "the mother of 
virtue." Manasseh's chain was more profitable 
to him than hia crown. L\xt\i^t <^Quld not under- 
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stand some Scriptures till he was in affliction. 
The Christ-cross is no letter, and yet that taught 
him more than all the letters in the row. God's 
house of correction is his school of instruction. 
All the stones that came about Stephen's ears did 
but knock him closer to Christ, the corner-stone. - 
The waves did but lift Noah's ark nearer to 
heaven ; and the higher the waters grew, the more 
near the ark was lifted up to heaven. Afflictions 
do lift up the soul to more rich, clear, and full 
enjoyments of God. 

GOD'S GEMS AND JEWELS. 

When Munster lay sick, and his friends asked him 
how he did and how he felt himself, he pointed to 
his sores and ulcers, whereof he was full, and said, 
*' These are God's gems and jewels, wherewith He 
decketh his best friends, and to me they are more 
precious than all the gold and silver in the world." 
A soul at first conversion is but rough cast ; but 
God by afflictions doth square and fit and fashion 
it for that glory above, which doth s^eak tV\ft\:ci. 
out to flow from precio\ia \o^fe\ ^iJti<ex^\s3rt^ *^^ 
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afflictions that do attend the people of God should 
be no bar to holiness, nor no motive to draw the 
soul to ways of wickedness. 



THE SANCmnNG INPLUENCE OF AFFLICTION. 

When Tiribazos, a noble Persian, was arrested, he 
drew out his sword, and defended himself; bat 
when they told him that they came to carry him 
to the king, he willingly yielded. So, though a 
saint may at first stand a little out, yet when he 
remembers that afflictions are to carry nearer to 
God, he yields, and kisses the rod. Afflictions are 
like the prick at the nightingale's breast, that 
awakes her and puts her upon her sweet and 
delightful singing. 

Afflictions they serve to revive and recover de- 
cayed graces ; they inflame that love that is cold, 
and they quicken that faith that is decaying, and 
they put life into those hopes that are vdthering, 
and spirits into those joys and comforts that are 
languishing. Musk, saith one, when it hath lost 
its sweetness, if it be put into the sink amongst 
filth, it recovers it. So do afflictions recover and 
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reviye decayed graces. The more saints are beaten 
with the hammer of afflictions, the more they are 
made the trumpets of God's j^raises, and the more 
are their graces revived and quickened. Adver- 
sity abases the loveliness of the world that might 
entice us; it abates the lustiness of the flesh 
within, that might incite us to folly and vanity ; 
apd it abets the spirit in his quarrel to the two 
former, which tends much to the reviving and 
recovering of decayed graces. 

THE PRECIOUS FOUNTAm. 

I BATE read of a fountain that at noonday is cold, 
and at midnight it grows warm. So many a 
precious soul is cold God-wards, and heaven-wards, 
and holiness-wards, in the day of prosperity, that 
grow warm God-wards, and heaven-wards, and 
holiness-wards, in the midnight of adversity. 

THE HEATHEN AND HIS SOUL. 

It was the speech of an heathen, when as by the 
tyrant he was commanded to be put into a mortar, 
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and to be beaten to pieces with an iron pestle, he 
cries out to his persecutors, " You do but beat the 
vessel, the case, the husk of Anaxarchus ; you do 
not beat me." His body was to him but as a case, 
a husk ; he counted his soul himself, which they 
could not reach. 



THE EVIL OF PROSPERITY. 

I HAVE read of one who, when anything fell out 
prosperously, would read over the Lamentation of 
Jeremiah, and that kept his heart tender, humbled, 
and low. Prosperity doth not contribute more to 
the puffing up the soul, than adversity doth to the 
bowing down of the soul. This the saints by ex- 
perience find; and therefore they can kiss and 
embrace the Gross, as others do the world's crown. 

THE USE OF AFFLICTION. 

It was a speech of a German divine in his sick- 
ness, " In this disease I have learned how great 
God is, and what the evil of sin is ; I never knew 
to purpose what God was before, nor what sin 
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meant, till now." Afflictions are a crystal glass, 
wherein the soul hath the clearest sight of the 
ugly face of sin. In this glass the soul comes to 
see sin to be but a bitter-sweet ; yea, in this glass 
the soul comes to see sin not only to be an evil, 
but to be the greatest evil in the world, to be an 
eyU far worse than hell itself. 



THE CRUELTY OP SIN. 

The Kabbins, to scare their scholars from sin, 
were wont to tell them, ''That sin made God's 
h^ad ache;" and saints under the rod have found, 
by woeful experience, that sin makes not only 
their heads, but their hearts ache also. 

AFFLICTION god's TRIAL. 

Afflictions are like pinching frosts, that will 
search us ; where we are most unsound, we shall 
soonest complain, and where most corruptions lie, 
we shall most shrink. "We try metal by knocking j 
if it sound well, then we like it. So God tries his 
by knocking, and if under knocks they yield a 
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pleasant sound, God will tarn their night into 
day, and their bitter into sweet, and their cross 
into a crown; and thej shall hear that voice, 
" Arise, and shine ; for the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee, and the favours of the Lord are 
flowing in on thee." 

THE WICKED SHALL PERISH. 

There is not a wicked man in the world that is 
set up with Lucifer, as high as heaven, but shall 
with Lucifer be brought down as low as hell. 

DENTING GOD. 

Austin, writing upon John, tells a story of a 
certain man, that was of an opinion that the 
devil did make the fly, and not Qod. Saith one 
to him, If the devil made flies, then the devil 
made worms, and God did not make them, for 
they are living creatures as well as flies. True, 
said he, the devil did make worms. But, said the 
other, if the devil did make worms, then he made 
birds, beasts, and man. He g^rautod all. Thus^ 
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saith Austin, by denying God in the fly, became to 
deny God in man, and to deny the whole creation. 

HYPOCRISY. 

There is not a greater nor a clearer argument to 
prove a man a hypocrite, than to be quick-sighted 
abroad and blind at home ; than to see '^ a mote in 
another man's eye, and not a beam in his own 
eye ; " than to use spectacles to behold other men's 
sins rather than looking-glasses to behold his own ; 
rather to be always holding his finger upon other 
men's sores, and to be amplifying and aggravating 
other men's sins, than mitigating his own. 

GREAT AND SHALL SINS. 

I KNOW not, saith one, whether the maintenance 
of the least sin be not worse than the commission 
of the greatest: for this may be of frailty, that 
argues obstinacy. A little hole in the ship sinks 
it ; a small breach in a sea-bank carries away all 
before it ; a little stab at the heart kills a man ; 
and a little sin, without a great deal oi t£\^x<s^ ,^^ 
damn a man. 
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KTFKKniG FOR GOD. 



I HATE read of tliat noble serrant of God, Marcus 
Arethosios, minister of a chnrch in the time of 
Constantino, who in Constantine*a time had been 
the cause of oyerthrowing an idol's temple ; after- 
wards, when Julian came to be emperor, he would 
force the people of that place to build it up again. 
They were ready to do it, but he refused ; where- 
upon those that were his own people, to whom he 
preached, took him, and stripped him of all his 
clothes, and abused his naked body, and gave it 
up to the children, to lance it with their pen- 
knives, and then caused him to be put in a basket, 
and anointed his naked body with honey, and set 
him in the sun, to be stung with wasps. And all 
this cruelty they showed, because he would not 
do anything towards the building up of this idol 
temple ; nay, they came to this, that if he would 
do but the least towards it, if he would give but a 
halfpenny to it, they would save him. But he re- 
fused all, though the giving of a halfpenny might 
have saved his life ; and in doing this, he did but 
live up to that principle that most Christians talk 
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of, and all profess, but few come up to, yiz., that we 
must choose rather to suffer the worst of torments 
that men and devils can invent and inflict, than 
to commit the least sin, whereby God should be 
dishonoured, our consciences wounded, religion 
reproached, and our own souls endangered. 

THE PENITENT THIEf . 

Ms Pebkins mentions a good man, but very poor, 
who, being ready to starve, stole a lamb, and being 
about to eat it with his poor children, and as his 
manner was afore meat, to crave a blessing, durst 
not do it, but fell into a great perplexity of con- 
science, and acknowledged his fault to the owner, 
promising payment if ever he should be able. 

GOD'S MERCr. 

When mercy is despised, then justice takes the 
throne. God is like a prince, that sends not 
his army against rebels before He hath sent his 
pardon, and proclaimed it by a herald of (lt\!cn&\ 
He first haofB out the wbita ^^ qI xftKtc^ \ '^ "^^^^ 
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wins men in, they are happy for ever ; but if they 
stand out, then God will put forth his red flag of 
justice and judgment ; if the one is despised, the 
other shall be felt with a witness. 



THE devil's logic. 

There is nothing in the world that renders a man 
more unlike to a saint, and more like to Satan, 
than to argue from mercy to sinful liberty ; from 
Divine goodness to licentiousness. This is the 
devil's logic, and in whomsoever you find it, you 
may write, '' This soul is lost." A man may as 
truly say, the sea bums, or fire cools, as that free 
grace and mercy should make a soul truly gracious 
to do wickedly. 

TEMPTATION AND SIN. 

It is the greatest folly to adventure the going 
to hell for a small matter. ''I tasted but a 
little honey," said Jonathan, " and I must die." 
It is a most unkind and unfaithful thing to 
break with God for a little. lAttVa «.\xia <s»it^ with 
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them bat little temptations to sin, and then a man 
shows most viciousness and unkindness when he 
sins on a little temptation. It is devilish to sin 
without a temptation ; it is little less than devilish 
to sin on a little occasion. The less the tempta- 
tion is to sin, the greater is that sin. Saul's sin 
in not staying for Samuel, was not so much in the 
matter, but it was much in the malice of it ; for 
though Samuel had not come at all, yet Saul 
should not have offered sacrifice; but this cost 
him dear, his soul and kingdom. 

TURN FROM SIN. 

He that turns not from every sin, turns not aright 
from any one sin. Every sin strikes at the honour 
of God, the being of God, the glory of God, the 
heart of Christ, the joy of the Spirit, and the peace 
of a man's conscience ; and therefore a soul truly 
penitent strikes at all, hates all, conflicts with all, 
and will labour to draw strength from a crucified 
Christ to crucify all. A true penitent knows 
neither father nor mother, neither right eye nor 
right hand^ but will pluck o\xt tVi^ oxkft wA ^\j^» ^"S. 
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Saul spared but one Agag, and that cost, 
inl and his kingdom. Besides, repent- 
\ only a turning from all sin, but also a 
> all good ; to a love of all good, to a 

all good, and to a following after all 



RErB?nPANCB A GIFT OF GOD. 

18 well able to melt adamant, as to melt 
heart ; to turn a flint into flesh, as to 
3 own heart to the Lord ; to raise the 
X) make a world, as to repent. Repent- 
lower that grows not in nature's garden. 
Ethiopian change his skin, or the leo- 
spots ? then may ye also do good, that 
omed to do evil." Repentance is a gift 
9 down from above. 

BE PREPARED FOR DEATH. 

Rabbi, pressing the practice of repent- 
his disciples, exhorting them to be sure 
the day before they di^^ otl^ ol t\i<iv!a. 
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replied, that the day of any man's death was very 
ascertain. '* Repent, therefore, every day," said 
the Rabbij '' and then you shall be sure to repent 
the day before you die.'* 



TRUE REPENTANCE. 

True repentance is a continued spring, where the 
waters of godly sorrow are always flowing. 

TOE GOLDEN CALF. 

Thb Jews have a proverb, "That there is no 
punishment comes upon Israel in which there is 
not one ounce of the golden calf;" meaning that 
that was so great a sin, as that in every plague 
God remembered it ; that it had an influence into 
every trouble that befell them. 

THE PUNISHMENT OP THE WICKED. 

Though God will not utterly take from them his 
loving-kindness, nor suffer his faithfulness to fail^ 
nor break his covenatit, nox ^\«t >i)ftft 'viovw^'^'^ 
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I \ is gone out of his mouth, yet will He '' visit the 

l! transgression with a rod, and their iniquity wii 
stripes." The Scripture abounds with instances 

' this kind. This is so known a truth among 8 

< that know anything of truth, that to cite mo; 

I Scriptures to prove it would be to light a candle 

! see the sun at noon. 



THE NEEDS OF WICKED MEN. 

'I'l Wicked men are the most needy men in tl 

'] world, yea, they want those two things th 

: r should render their mercies sweet, viz.y the blea 

|!: ing of God, and content with their condition, ai 

5.':i without which their heaven is but heU on th 

Jh|, side hell. 






LOVING HURTFUL THINGS. 

I 

I ■ , 

f; Tt was a good speech of an emperor : " You," sa 

; he, "gaze on my purple robe and golden crow 

but did you know what cares are under it, y< 
.i would not take it up from the ground to have it 

It was a true saying of Augustine : " Many a 
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miserable by loving hurtful things, but they are 
more miserable by having them." It is not what 
men enjoy, but the principle from whence it 
comes, that makes men happy. Much of these 
outward things do usually cause great distraction, 
great vexation, and great condemnation at last, to 
the possessors of them. If God gives them in his 
wrath, and do not sanctify them in his love, they 
will at last be witnesses against a man, and mill- 
stones for ever to sink a man in that day when 
God shall call men to an account, not for the use, 
but for the abuse of mercy. 

lUPROYEMENT OF TIME. 

How many young men are now in everlasting 
chains, who would give ten thousand worlds, had 
they so many in their hands to give, to enjoy but 
an opportunity to hear one sermon more, to make 
one prayer more, to keep one Sabbath more, but 
cannot. This is their hell, their torment ; this is 
the scorpion that is still biting ; this is the worm 
that is always gnawing. Woe, woe to us, that we 
have neglected and trifled away those golden op- 
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that once we had to get our sins par-^ 
natures changed, our hearts bettered^ 
nces purged, and our souls saved, etc« 
L of a king, who, having no issue to sue- 
«pying one day a well-favoured youth, 
k) court, and committed him to tutors 

him, providing by his will, that if he 
or government, he should be crowned 
)t, he should be bound in chains and 
ey-slave. Now, when he grew to years, 
executors, perceiving that he had sadly 
hose means and opportunities whereby 
ive been fit for state-government, called 
them, and declared the king's will and 
nceming him, which was accordingly 
for they caused him to be fettered, and 
to the galleys. Now, what tongue can 
w much he was affected and afflicted 
1 and miserable state, especially when 
ed with himself, that now he is chained 

have walked at liberty ; now he is a 
might have been a king; now he \^ 
y Turks who might once have ruled 
ans. The application is ftas'j. 
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THB DAT OP ACCOUNT. 

Gob keeps an exact account of every penny that 
is laid out upon Him and his, and that is laid out 
against Him and his; and this is the day of 
account men shall know and feel, though now 
they wink and will not understand. 

BIvZA. 

Among many things that Beza, in his last will 
and testament, gave God thanks for, this was the 
iirst and chief, that He, at the age of sixteen years, 
had called him to the knowledge of the truth, and 
so prevented many sins and sorrows that other- 
wise would have overtaken him, and have made 
his life less happy and more miserahle. 

TDE SWIFTNESS OF TIME. 

I HATE read of a devout man who, when he heard 
a clock strike, he would say. Here is one hour 
more passed that I haTC to answer for, AJa^^ 
jouDg men, as time is^^tj 'igt^\wsa^^«i>5^'''^^'*=^ 
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short. Time is very swift; it is suddenly gor 
In the 9th of Job, and the 25th verse, " My da 
are swifter than a post, they flee away, they s 
1^, no good." 

m 

i ' THE VALUE OP TIME. 

r 

The ancients emblemed time with wings, as 

were, not running, but flying. Time is like t 

sun, that never stands still, but is still a-runnii 

his race. The sun did once stand still, yea, we 

back, but so did never time. Time is still runnii 

and flying. It is a bubble, a shadow, a dreai 

[\ Can you seriously consider of this, young me 

ji,; and not begin to be good betimes ? Surely y 

]^'^l cannot. Sirs I if the whole earth whereupon i 

jiV;.;' tread were turned into a lump of gold, it were n 

[^j^ able to purchase one minute of time. t 

yh\ regrettings of the damned for misspending pi 

'!,| cious time ! Oh, what would they not give to 

free, and to enjoy the means of grace one hou 

Ah! with what attention, with what intentic 

with what trembling and melting of heart, wi 

what hungering and thirsting, would they he 
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the Word ! Time, saith Bernard, were a good com- 
modity in hell, and the traffic of it most gainful, 
where for one day a man would give ten thousand 
worlds, if he had them. Young men, can you in 
good earnest believe this, and not begin to be good 
betimes ? 



PICTURE OP TIME. 

The Egyptians drew the picture of time with three 
heads : the first of a greedy wolf, gaping, for time 
past, because it hath ravenously devoured the 
memory of so many things past recalling; the 
second of a crowned lion, roaring, for time present, 
because it hath the principality of all actions, for 
which it calls loud ; the third of a deceitful dog, 
fawning, for time to come, because it feeds some 
men with many flattering hopes, to their eternal 
undoing. 

DEATH INEVITABLE. 

Man is so poor a piece, that he no sooner begins 
to live, but he begins to die ; his whole life is but 
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a liDgering death. Death every hour lies at the 
door. This serjeant constantly attends all men, 
in all places, companies, changes, and conditions. 
Petrarch telleth of one who, being inyited to 
dinner the next day, answered. Ego a muUus annis 
erasiinum non Tiabui, I have not had a morrow 
for this many years. Many dangers, many deaths, 
every hour surround these lives of ours. Here, 
saith one, CLCcedimuSj we enter into the world; 
sficeedimu^ we succeed one another in the world ; 
decedimusj we depart all out of the world. 

TWO GLORIOUS SIGHTS. 

There are two glorious sights in the world : the 
one is, a young man walking in his uprightness ; 
and the other is, sa old maa walking in ways of 
righteousness. 

THE JOURNEY OF LITE. 

I HAVE read of an Italian poet, who brings in a 
proper young man, rich and potent, discoursing 
wHh Death in the habit of a mower, with his 



THE GOOD LIFE. 63 

aojthe in his hand, cutting down the life of man, 
''For all flesh is grass." And wilt thou not 
spare any man's person ? jsaith the joung man. 
Z spare none, saith Death. Man's life is but a 
day, a short day, a winter's day. Ofttimes the 
sun goes down upon a man before it be well up. 
Your day is short, your work is great, your journey 
long, and therefore you should rise early, and set 
forward towards heaven betimes, as that man doth 
that hath a long journey to go in a winter's day. 

THE NEW BIRTH. 

When Joshaphat asked Barlaam how old he was, 
he answered, " Five and forty years old ; " to whom 
Joshaphat replied, "Thou seemest to be seventy." 
"True/' saith he, "if you reckon ever since I was 
bom; but I count not those years which were 
spent in vanity.'* 

THE GOOD LITE. 

An, sirs ! you never begin to live till you begin 
to be good in good earnest. T\\^t^ \a ^'^XxV'^ ^ 
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▼egetation, and that is the life of plants ; secondly, 
there is the life of sense, and that is the life of 
beasts; thirdly, there is the life of reason, and 
that is the life of man ; fourthly, there is the life 
of grace, and that is the life of saints ; and this 
life yon do not begin to liire till you begin to be 
good. If "a liying dog is better than a dead 
lion," as the wise man speaks, and if a fly is more 
excellent than the heavens, because the fly hath 
life, which the heayens have not, as the philoso- 
pher saith, what a sad, dead, poor nothing is that 
person that is a stranger to the life of grace and 
goodness, that is dead even whilst he is alive 1 



SOWING AND REAPING. 

It is sad to be sowing your seed when you should 
be reaping your harvest ; it is best to gather in the 
summer of youth against the winter of old age. 

THE BEST GIFT. 

I HAVE read of one Myrogenes, who, when great 
gifts were Bent unto him, he aeut th^m all baxik 
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again, saying, I only desire this one thing at your 
master's hand : to pray for me that I may be saved 
for eternity. 



TRIFLE NOT WITH GOD. 

It is a very sad and dangerous thing to trifle and 
dally with God, his word, his offers, our own souls, 
and eternity. Therefore, let all young people 
labour to be gpood betimes, and not to let Him that 
is goodness itself alone till He hath made them 
good ; till He hath given them those hopes of eter- 
nity that will both make them good and keep them 
good ; that will make them happy, and keep them 
happy, and that for ever. If all this will not do, 
then know that ere long those fears of eternity, of 
misery, that beget that monster Despair, which, 
like Medusa's head, astonisheth with its very as- 
pect, and strangles hope, which is the breath of 
the soul, will certainly overtake you ; as it is said, 
Dum SpirOf Spero, so it may be inverted, Dum 
Spero Spiro ; other miseries may wound the spirit, 
but despair kiUs it dead. My prayer shall be, that 
none of you may ever expeneivo^ ^iJlo^a ^»^ \stxi^> 
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but that you may all be good in good earnest, 
betimes, which will yield you two heavens, 
heaven on earthy and a heaven after death. 



OPPOSE NOT THE TRUTH. 

When men stand out against the tmth, when 
truth would enter, and men bar the door of their 
souls against the truth, God in justice gives up 
such souls to be deluded and deceived by error, to 
their eternal undoing. 

THE WEIGHT OF GLORY. 

Glory is such a great, such an exceeding, such an 
excessive, such an eternal weight, that no mortal 
is able to bear it. We must have better and larger 
hearts, and we must have stronger and broader 
backs, before we shall be capable of bearing that 
excellent, exceeding, and excelling weight of glory 
that is reserved in heaven for us. Nay, glory is 
such a weight, that when the saints shall enter 
into it, if then the Lord should not put under his 
everlasting arms and beat U^em ui^ b^ his almighty 
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power, it were impossible that they should be able 
to bear it. In this our frail mortal state, we are 
not able to bear the appearance, the presence, the 
glory of one angel. 



LOYE THE TRUTH. 

As you lore your souls, do not tempt God, do not 
provoke God, by your withstanding truth and out- 
facing truth, to give you up to believe a lie, that 
you may be damned. There are no men on earth 
so fenced against error as those are that receive 
the truth in the love of it. Such souls are not 
" easily tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine by the sleight of men and 
cunning craftiness, wherein they lie in wait to 
deceive." 

HOW TO RECEIVE TRUTH. 

It is not he that receives most of the truth into 
his head, but he that receives most of the truth 
affectionately into his heart, that shall enjoy the 
happiness oi having his judgmotul «Qi>3aA«xi\^<i»x^ 
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when others shall be deluded and deceived by 
them, who make it their business to infeot the 
judgments and to undo the souls of men. 

THE yiRTUE OF TRUTH. 

There was more wit than grace in his speech that 
counselled his friends, '^Not to come too ni^ 
unto truth, lest his teeth should be beaten out 
with its heels." Ah I souk, if truth dwell pl^i- 
teously in you, yon are happy ; if not, you are un- 
happy under all your greatest felicity. " It is with 
truth," said Melancthon, " as it is with holy \mter ; 
eyery one praised it, and thought it had some rare 
virtue in it; but offer to sprinkle them with it, 
and they will shut their eyes, and turn away their 
faces -from it." 

THE INDWELLING OF TRUTH. 

It is not the hearing of truth, nor the knowing of 
truth, nor the commending of truth, nor the talk- 
ing of truth, but the indwelling of truth in your 
Boak, that wiU keep yo\ue yxd^ccki^Tiia chaste and 
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sound in the midst of all those ^ttering errors 
that betray many souls into his hands, that can 
easily '^ transform himself into an angel of light," 
that he may draw others to lie in chains of dark- 
ness with him iat ever. Oh, let not the Word be 
a stranger, but make it your choicest familiar! 
Then will you be able to stand in the day wherein 
many shall fall on your right hand, and on your 
left, by the subtlety of those that shall say, " Lo, 
here is Christ, or lo, there is Christ." 

PROPAGATION OP ERROR. 

Error makes the owner to suffer loss. All the 
pains and labour that men take to defend and 
maintain their "errors, to spread abroad and infect 
the world with their errors, shall bring no profit, 
nor no comfort to them in that day, wherein 
" every man's work shall be made manifest, and 
the fire shall try it of what sort it is," as the 
Apostle shows in that remarkable scripture. Ah I 
that all those that rise early and go to bed late, 
that spend their time, their strength, their spirits^ 
their all, to advance and b^tobA «3wtQ^^ ^o^^-^iia*- 
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honouring and soul-undoing opinions, would seri- 
ously consider of this, that they shall lose all the 
pains, cost, and charge that they have been, or 
shall be at, for the propagating of error; and 
if they are ever saved, it shall be by fire, as the 
Apostle there shows. Ah, sirs 1 Is it nothing to lay 
out your money for that which is not bread ? and 
your strength for that which will not, which can- 
not, profit you in the day that you must make up 
your account, and all your works must be tried by 
fire ? Ah 1 that such souls would now at last " buy 
the truth, and sell it not." Remember you can 
never over-buy it, whatsoever you give for it ; you 
can never sufficiently sell it, if you should have 
all the world in exchange for it. 

THE STUDY OF TRUTH. 

One day, yea, one hour spent in the study of 
truth, or spreading abroad of truth, will yield the 
soul more comfort and profit, than many thou- 
sand years spent in the study and spreading abroad 
of corrupt and vain opinions, that have their rise 
from bell, and not {roTnYiea^en*, itata.^^^^ <\£ 
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this world, and not from that God that shall at 
last judge this world, and all the corrupt opinions 
of men. 



THE USES OP APPLICTION. 

The fourth remedy against this device of Satan is, 
to consider, Tlud God knows how to deliver from 
troubles by troubles^ from afflictions by afflictions^ 
from dangers by dangers. Gk)d, by lesser troubles 
and afflictions, doth oftentimes deliver his people 
from greater, so that they shall say. We had 
perished, if we had not perished; we had been 
undone, if we had not been undone ; we had been 
in danger, if we had not been in danger. God 
will so order the afflictions that befall you in the 
way of righteousness, that your souls shall say, 
We would not for all the world but that we had 
met with such and such troubles and afflictions ; 
for surely, had not these befallen us, it would have 
been worse and worse with us. Oh I the carnal 
security, pride, formality, dead-heartedness, luke- 
warmness, censoriousness, and earthliness that God 
hath cured us of, by the tco\>b\b wB.\^as\.^T^'^'8>^ 
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we have met with in the ways and services of the 
Lord. I remember a story of a godly man, that as 
he was going to take shipping for France, he broke 
his leg ; and it pleased Providence so to order it, 
that the ship that he should have gone in, at that 
very instant was cast away, and not a man sayed ; 
so by breaking a bone, his life was sayed. So the 
Lord many times breaks our bones, but it is in 
order to the saving of our lives and our souls for 
ever. He gives us a portion that makes us heart- 
sick, but it is in order to the making us perfectly 
well, and to the purging of us from those ill 
humours that have made our heads ache, and God's 
heart ache, and our souls sick and heavy to the 
death, etc. Oh, therefore, let no danger or misery 
hinder thee from thy duty ! 

REASON WITH THY SOUL. 

Reason thus with your souk : 0, our souls, though 
such and such services be hard and difficult, yet 
are they not exceeding necessary for the honour 
of God, and the keeping up his name in the world, 
and. the keeping under of siu, and the ^tren^hening 
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of weak gcaces, and so the reviving of languishing 
comforts, and for the keeping clear and bright your 
blessed evidences, and for the scattering of your 
fears, and for the raising of your hopes, and for 
the gladding the hearts of the righteous, and stop- 
ping the mouths of unrighteous souls, who are 
ready to take all advantages to blaspheme the 
name of God, and throw dirt and contempt upon 
his people and ways. Oh, never leave thinking 
on the necessity of this and that duty, till your 
souls be lifted up far above all the difSiculties that 
do attend religious duties 1 

THE VANITY OF MAN. 

Tell me, you that say all things under the sun are 
vanity, — if you do really believe what you say, — 
why do you spend more thoughts and time on the 
world than you do on Christ, heaven, and your 
immortal souls ? Why do you, then, neglect your 
duty towards God, to get the world? Why do 
you, then, so eagerly pursue after the world, and 
are so cold in your pursuing after God, Christ, 
and holiness? Why, then, w^ -jcixa V<^^sx\& ^^ 
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exceedingly raised when the world oomes in and 
smiles upon you, and so much dejected and oast 
down when the world frowns upon you, and, with 
Jonah's gourd, withers before you? 

TOE SERYICE OF OOD. 

Christians that would hold on in the service of 
the Lord, must look more upon the crown than 
upon the cross, more upon their future glory than 
their present misery, more upon their encourage* 
ments than upon their discouragements. God's 
very service is wages ; his ways are strewed with 
roses, and payed ''with joy that is unspeakable 
and full of glory," and with '' peace that passeth 
understanding." 

UNCERTAIN RICHES. 

The Apostle willed Timothy to '' charge rich men 
that they be not high minded, nor put their trust 
in uncertain riches." They are like bad servants, 
whose shoes are made of running leather, and will 
never tarry long with one maati^T. Aa a bird 
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hoppeth from tree to tree, so do the honours and 
riches of this world from man to man. Let Job 
and Nebuchadnezzar testify this truth, who fell 
from great wealth to great want. No man can 
promise himself to be wealthy till night: one 
storm at sea, one coal of fire, one false friend, one 
unadvised word, one false witness, may make thee 
a beggar and a prisoner all at once. All the 
riches and glory of this world are but as smoke 
and chaff that yanisheth — " As a dream and vision 
in the night, that tarrieth not." '^ As if a hungry 
man dreameth, and thinketh that he eateth, and 
when he awaketh his soul is empty ; and like a 
thirsty man which thinketh he drinketh, and 
behold when he is awaked, his soul is faint," as 
the prophet Isaiah saith. Where is the glory of 
Solomon ? the sumptuous buildings of Nebuchad- 
nezzar ? the nine hundred chariots of Sisera ? the 
power of Alexander ? the authority of Augustus, 
that commanded the whole world to be taxed? 
Those that have been the most glorious, in what 
men generally account glorious and excellent, 
have had inglorious ends : as Samson for strength, 
Absalom ior favour, Ahitliop\iQ\iQT ^^c^<cr3 ^'^wassss. 
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for favour, Asahel for swiftness, Alexander for 
great conquest, and yet after twelve years poisoned. 
, The same you may see in the four mighty king- 
doms — the Chaldean, Persian, Grecian, and Roman. 
How soon were they gone and forgotten 1 Now 
rich, now poor; now full, now empty; now in 
favour, anon out of favour ; now honourable, now 
despised; now health, now sickness; now strength, 
now weakness. Oh, let not these uncertain things 
keep thee from those holy services and heavenly 
employments, that may make thee happy for ever, 
and render thy soul eternally blessed and at ease, 
when all these transitory things shall bid thy soul 
an everlasting farewell I 

THE EVILS OF rROSPERTTT. 

The great things of this world are very hurtful 
and dangerous to the outward and inward man, 
through the corruptions that be in the hearts of 
men. the rest, the peace, the comfort, the 
content that the things of this world do strip 
many men of ! the fears, the cares, the envy, 
the malice, the dangers, tha Tnifttt\i\ftia that they 
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subject men to I They oftentimes make men car- 
nally confident. The rich man's riches are a 
strong tower in his imagination. " I said in my 
prosperity I should never be moved." They often 
swell the heart with pride, and make men forget 
God, and neglect God, and despise l^e rock of 
their salvation. When Jeshurun " waxed fat, 
and was grown thick, and covered with fatness, 
then he forgot God, and forsook God that made 
him, and lightly esteemed the rock of his sal- 
vati(Hi," as Moses spake. Ah, the time, the 
thoughts, the spirits, l^at the things of the 
world consume and spend I Oh, how do they 
hinder the actings of faith upon God i how do 
they interrupt our sweet communion with God I 
how do they abate our love to the people of God 1 
and cool our love to the things of God I and work 
us to act like those that are most unlike to God t 
the deadness, the barrenness that doth attend 
men under great outward mercies I the riches 
of the world choke the Word ! that men live under 
the most soul-searching and soul-enriching means 
with lean souls I Though they have full purses, 
though their chests are iviW. oi «i^^t^ "^<5X» '^^sa 
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hearts are empty of grace. In Genesis ziii. 2, it 
is said that '^ Abraham was very rich in cattle, in 
silver, and in gold." According to the Hebrew, 
it is, " Abraham was very weary/* to show that 
riches are a heavy burden, and a hindrance many 
times to heaven and happiness. 

LtFB A DRSAX. 

Man himself is but the dream of a dream, but the 
generation of a fancy, but an empty vanity, but 
the curious picture of nothing — a poor, feeble, 
dying flash. All temporals are as transitory as a 
hasty headlong current, a shadow, a ship, a bird, 
an arrow, a post that passeth by. 

THE SAINT'S RSWARD. 

The joy, the rest, the refreshing, the comforts, the 
contents, the smiles, the incomes that saints now 
enjoy in the ways of God, are so precioos and 
glorious in their eyes, that they would not ex- 
change them for ten thousand worlds. Aht if 
the voih be thus sweet and ^lotloua before pay- 
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day comes, what will be that glory that Christ 
will crown his saints with for cleaving to his 
service in the face of all difficulties ; when He 
shall say to his Father, '^ Lo, here am I, and the 
children which thou hast ^ven me ? '* 

AIM HIGH. 

Hb that shooteth at the sun, though he be far 
short, will shoot higher than he that aimeth at a 
shrub. It is best, and it speaks out much of 
Christ within, to eye the highest and the worthiest 
examples. 

BE HUMBLE. 

HuMiLiTT will keep the soul free from many darts 
of Satan's casting, and erroneous snares of his 
spreading. As low trees and shrubs are free from 
many violent gusts and blasts of wind which shake 
and rend the taller trees, so humble souls are free 
from those gusts and blasts of error that rend and 
tear proud, lofty souls. Satan and the world 
have least power to fasten exiox^ \r^\i\:Qs^^ 
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souls. The God of light and tnith delights to 
dwell with the humble ; and the more light and 
truth dwells in the soul, the further off darkness 
and error will stand from the soul. The God of 
grace pours in grace into humble sonls, as men 
pour liquor into empty vessels; and the more 
grace is poured into the soul, the less error shall 
be able to overpower the soul, or to infect the soul. 

GOD'S COMMANDS. 

God's commands are not like those that are easily 
reversed, but they are like those of the Modes, that 
cannot be changed. If these commands be not 
now observed by thee, they will at last be witnesses 
against thee, and millstones to sink thee, in that 
day that Christ shall judge thee. 

EVIL ASSOCIATIONS. 

How many have lost their names, and lost their 
estates, and strength, and God, and heaven, and 
souls, by society with wicked men I As ye shun a 
stinkjDg carcass, as the Qeaxosji «huna sands and 
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rocks, and shoals, as ye shun those that have the 
plaguoHsores running upon them, — so should you 
shun the society of wicked men. As weeds en- 
danger the com, as bad humours endanger the 
blood, or as an infected house the neighbourhood, 
so doth wicked company the soul. 

WICKED MEN. 

The Scripture calls them lions for their fierceness, 
and bears for their cruelty, and dragons for their 
hideousness, and dogs for their filthiness, and 
wolves for their subtleness. The Scripture styles 
them scorpions, vipers, thorns, briers, thistles, 
brambles, stubble, dirt, chaff, dust, dross, and 
scum. It is not safe to look upon wicked men 
under those names and notions that they set out 
themselves by, or that flatterers set them out by 
This may delude the soul ; but the looking upon 
them under those names and notions that the 
Scripture sets them out by, may preserve the soul 
from frequenting their company and delighting in 
their society. Do not tell me what this matL coll^ 
them^ OT how such and aucYi co\ttv\. V[vctcL\\svs^»'«^ 
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me how doth the Scripture call them — ^how doth 
the Scripture count them? As Kabal's name 
was, so was his nature; and as wicked men's 
names are, so are their natures. You may know 
well enough what is within them, by the apt 
names that the Holj Ghost hath giyen them. 
Guilt or grief is all the good gracious souLs get bj 
conversing with wicked men. 

RICHES COMPARED TO MANNA. 

KiCHES, though well got, yet are bat like to 
manna; those that gathered less had no want, 
and those that gathered more, it was but a trouble 
and annoyance to them. The world is trouble- 
some, and yet it is loyed. What would it be if it 
were peaceable? You embrace it, though it be 
filthy; what would you do if it wore beautiful? 
You cannot keep your hands from the thorns; 
how earnest would you be then in gathering 
the flowejrs ? The world may be fitly likened to 
the serpent Scytale, whereof it is reported, that 
when she cannot overtake the flying passengers, 
she doth with her bcauUlvxV c^o\^\n& «iq astonish 
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and amaze them, that they hare no power to pass 
away, till she hath stung them. Ah, how many 
thousands are there now on earth, that have found 
this true by experience, that have spun a fair 
thread to strangle themselves, both temporally 
and eternally, by being bewitched by the beauty 
and bravery of this world. 

HUMAN FELICITY. 

All the felicity of this world is mixed. Our 
light is mixed with darkness, our joy with sorrow, 
our pleasures with pain, our honour with dis- 
honour, oup riches vnth vrants. If our lights be 
spiritual, dear, and quick, we may see in the 
felicity of this world our wine mixed with vmter, 
our honey with gall, our sugar with wormwood, 
and our roses with prickles. Sorrow attends 
worldly joy, danger attends worldly safety, loss 
attends worldly labours, tears attend worldly pur- 
poses. As to these things, men's hopes are 
vain, their sorrows certain, and joy feigned. The 
Apostle calls this world '^ a sea of glass^" a sea. tc^T 
the trouble oi it, and glass iox \ikift \iT\\X\ftxv^a» ««A 
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bitterness of it. The honours, piofitB, pleasures, 
and delights of the world are true gaidens of 
Adonis, where we can gather nothing but triTial 
flowers, surrounded with many briers. 

LOOK TO BEATEN. 

KiKG Henrt the Fourth asked the Duke of Al^a 
if he had observed the great eclipse of the sun, 
which had lately happened. No, said the Duke, 
I have so much to do on earth, that I have no 
leisure to look up to heaven. Ah, that this were 
not true of most professors in these days! It 
is very sad to think, how their hearts and time are 
80 much taken up with earthly things, that they 
have scarce any leisure to look up to heaven, or 
to look after Christ, and the things that belong to 
their everlasting peace. 

GOODS FOR THE THRONE OF GRACE. 

It was an excellent saying of Lewis of Bavyer, 

Emperor of Germany: ''Such goods are worth 

getting and owning, aa mYL tlo^ fwok qt wash 
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away if a shipwreck happen, but will wade and 
swim out with us.'' It is recorded of Lazarus, 
that after his resurrection from the dead, he was 
neyer seen to laugh, his thoughts and affections 
were so fixed in heaven, though his body was on 
earth, and therefore he could not but slight tem- 
poral things, his heart being so bent and set upon 
eternals. There are goods for the throne of grace, 
as God, Christ, the Spirit, adoption, justification, 
remission of sin, peace with God, and peace with 
conscience ; and there are goods of the footstool, 
as honours, riches, the favour of creatures, and 
other comforts and accommodations of this life. 
Now, he that hath acquaintance with, and assur- 
ance of, the goods of the throne, will easily trample 
upon the goods of the footstool. Ah, that you 
would make it your business, your work, to mind 
more, and make sure more to your own souls, the 
great things of eternity, that will yield you joy in 
life and peace in death, and a crown of righte- 
ousness in the day of Christ's appearing, and that 
will lift up your souls above all the beauty and 
bravery of this bewitching world, that will rois.^ 
your feet above other men^s Yieej^\ 
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WHAT IS OArriNESS ? 



Happiness lies not in those things that a man maj 
enjoy, and yet be miserable for ever. Now, a man 
may be great and graceless with Pharaoh, honour^ 
able and damnable with Sanl, rich and miserable 
Avith Dives, etc. ; therefore happiness lies not in 
these things that cannot comfort a man npon a 
dying bed. Is it honours, riches, or friends, etc., 
that can comfort thee when thon comest to die ? 
Or is it not rather faith in the blood of Christ, the 
witness of the Spirit of Christ, the sense and feel- 
ing of the love and favour of Christ, and the hopes 
of eternally reigning with Christ ? Can happiness 
lie in those things that cannot give us health, or 
strength, or ease, or a good night's rest, or an 
hour's sleep, or a good stomach ? Why, all the 
honours, riches, and delights of this world cannot 
give these poor things to us ; therefore certainly 
happiness lies not in the enjoyment of them, etc. 
And surely happiness is not to be found in those 
things that cannot satisfy the souls of men. Now, 
none of these things can satisfy the soul of 
man. '' lie that lov(it\i evVj^t ^Y^s^ iiaN. Vsr^ «ajda. 
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ficd with silver, nor he that loveth abundance with 
increase ; this is also vanity," said the wise man. 
The barren womb, the horse leech's daughter, 
the grave and hell, will as soon be satisfied, as the 
soul of man will by the enjoyment of any worldly 
good. Some one thing or other will be for ever 
wanting to that soul that hath none but outward 
good to live upon. You may as soon fill a bag 
with wisdoiti, a ohest with virtue, or a circle with 
a triangle, as the heart of man with anything here 
below. A man may have enough of the world to 
sink him, but he can never have enough to satisfy 
him. 

FLATTERT. 

Whsrb one thousand are destroyed by the world's 
frowns, ten thousand are destroyed by the world's 
smiles. The world, siren-like, it sings us and 
sinks us ; it kisses us, and betrays us, like Judas ; 
it kisses us and smites us jmder the fifth rib, like 
Joab. The honours, splendour, and all the glory of 
this world, are but sweet poisons, that will much 
endanger us, if they do not etenwiW^ ^^ssJctorj \ia». 
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REPENTIN TDIB. 

What will it be to turn from eyeij Bin ? Yea, to 
mortify and cut off those sins, those dariing lasts, 
that are as joints and members — ^that be as ri^t 
hands and right eyes ? Hast thou not loved thy 
sins above thy Saviour ? Hast thou not prefened 
earth before heaven? Hast thou not all along 
ni?glccted the means of grace, and despised the 
offers of grace, and vexed the Spirit of graoeT 
There would be no end if I should set before thee 
the infinite evils that thou hast committed, and 
the innumerable good services that thou hast 
omitted, and the frequent checks of thy own oon- 
science that thou hast contemned ; and therefore 
thou mayest well conclude that thou canst never 
repent — that thou shalt never repent. Now, saith 
Satan, do but a little consider thy numberless 
sins, and the greatness of thy sins, the foulness of 
thy sins, the heinousness of thy sins, the circum- 
stances of thy sins, and thou shalt easily see that 
those sins that thou thoughtest to be but motes, 
are indeed mountains ; and is it not now in vain 
to repent of them? Surely, eoith Satan^if thou 
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Bhouldst seek repentance and grace with tears, as 
Esau, thou shalt not find it. Thy glass is out, 
thy sun is set, the door of mercy is shut, the 
golden sceptre is taken in, and now thou that hast 
despised mercy, shalt be for ever destroyed by 
justice. For such a vrretch as thou art to attempt 
repentance, is to attempt a thing impossible. It 
18 impossible that thou, that in all thy life couldst 
neyer conquer one sin, shouldst master such a 
Dumberless number of sins ; which are so near, so 
dear, so necessary, and so profitable to thee ; that 
have so long bedded and boarded with thee ; that 
have been old acquaintance and companions with 
thee. Hast thou not often purposed, promised, 
Yowed, and resolved to enter upon the practice of 
repentance, but to this day couldst never attain 
it? Surely it is in vain to strive against the 
stream, where it is so impossible to overcome. 
Thou art lost and cast 'for ever. To hell thou 
must, to hell thou shalt. Ah, souls I he that now 
tempts you to sin, by suggesting to you the easi- 
ness of repentance, will at last work you to de- 
spair, and present repentance as the hardest work 
in all the world, and a woxk aa Ids ^^^^ \&sbs^.<«t& 
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heaven is above hell, as light is above darkness. 
that you were wise, to break off your sins bj 
timely ropentauce 1 

FLEir FROM SIN. 

It is impossible for that man to get the oonqnest 
of sin, that plays and sports virith the oceasionB of 
sin. God will not remove the temptation, except 
you turn from the occasion. It is a just and 
righteous thing Vfith God, that he should fall into 
the pit, that will adventure to dance upon the 
brink of the pit, and that he should be a slave to 
sin, that will not flee from the occasions of sin. 
As long as there is fuel in our hearts for a tempta- 
tion, we cannot be secure. lie that hath gun- 
powder about him had need keep far enough off 
from sparkles. To rush upon the occasions of 
sin, is both to tempt ourselves, and to tempt Satan 
to tempt our souls. It is very rare that any soul 
plays with the occasions of sin, but that soul is 
ensnared by sin. It is seldom that God keeps 
that soul from the acts of sin, that will not keep 
off from the ocoosions oi sin. Ua that odventuros 
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upon the occasions of sin is as he that would 
quench the fire with oil, which is a fuel to main- 
tain it, and increase it. Ah, souls ! often remem- 
ber how frequently you have been overcome by 
sin, when you have boldly gone upon the occasions 
of sin! Look back, souls, to the day of your 
vanity, wherein you have been as easily conquered 
as tempted, vanquished as assaulted, when you 
have played with the occasions of sin. As you 
would for the future be kept from the acting of 
sin, and be made victorious over sin, oh 1 flee from 
the occasions of sin. 



CORRUPT NATXTRB. 

The devil counts a fit occasion half a conquest, for 
he knows that corrupt nature hath a seed-plot for 
all sin, which, being drawn forth and watered by 
some sinful occasion, is soon set a-work, to the 
producing of death -and destruction. God will not 
remove the temptation, till we remove the occa- 
sion. A bird whilst aloft is safe, but she comes 
not near the snare without danger. The shunning 
the occasions of sin rendeta di maxv xcl<;^\»\!^&!^ ^^^^ 
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best of men. A soul eminently gnoioii8| dares 
not come near the train, though he be far off 
the blow. 



ASPIRATIONS. 

It is best and safest to haye the eye always fixed 
upon the highest and noblest objects; as the 
mariner's eye is fixed upon the star, when his 
hand is on the stem. 



THE JOT OF THE CHRISTIAN. 

Let believers live cheerfully and walk comfortably 
up and down in this world. Ah ! how cheerfully 
and merrily do many great heirs liye! Though 
for the present things go hard with them, the 
hope of a good inheritance makes them sing care 
and sorrow away. It is not for the honour of 
Christ, nor for the glory of the Gospel, to see the 
heirs of heaven look so sadly and walk so moulhi- 
f ully and dejectedly, as if there were no heaven, 
or as if there was nothing laid up for them in 
heaven. It becomes not the «ona of ^lory^ with 
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Rachel, to give so much way to weeping as to 
refuse to be comforted. Dost thou not remember, 
Christian, that the joy of the Lord is thy strength, 
thy doing strength, thy bearing strength, thy prevail- 
ing strength. What I hast thou forgotten that ''the 
joy of the Lord is thy strength " to live, and thy 
strength to die ? If not, why with Cain dost thou 
walk up and down with a dejected countenance, 
with a cast-down countenance ? A beautiful face 
is at all times pleasing to the eye, but then espe- 
cially when there is joy manifested in the coun- 
tenance. Joy in the face puts a new beauty upon 
a person, and makes that which before was beau- 
tiful to be exceedingly beautiful; it puts a new 
lustre upon beauty ; so doth joy put a lustre and 
a beauty upon a Christian; and upon all his 
words, his ways, his works. It was this that 
made the faces of several martyrs to shine as if 
they had been the faces of angels. One observes 
of Chispina, that she was cheerful when she was 
apprehended, and joyful when she was led to the 
judge, and merry when she was sent into prison ; 
so, when she was bound, when she was brought 
forth^ when she was lifted up m «b ^sw^^^^V^^ ^fiwsk 
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was heard, when she was condemned, — ^in all 
these things she rejoiced ; so that they who were 
miserable thought her to be miserable, who indeed 
wjis happy under a spirit of joy. When Caeeai 
wiis sad, he used to say to himself, Cogita te 
Ccesarem esse^ think thou art Gaasar. Ah, Chris- 
tians ! when you are sad and dejected, think of 
your dignity and glory ; think of all those precious 
and glorious things that are reserved in heaven 
for you. 

TUE LOTE OF THE LORD. 

The love of the Lord is everlasting ; it is a love 
that never dies, that never decays, nor waxes coM. 
It is like the stone asbestos, of which Solinos vnrites, 
that being once hot, it never can be cooled again. 
Death is nothing but a bringing of a loving Christ 
and loving souls together. Why, then, should not 
the saints rather desire it, than fear it or be dis- 
mayed at it ? 

DEATH THE GATE OF LIFE. 

Can Death dissolve t\vat ^otyovja -vtcvvsw iWi ia 
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between you and Christ? No. Why, why then 
are you unwilling to die, as long as in death your 
union with Christ holds ^ood ? As in death Saul 
and Jonathan were not parted, so in death a be- 
liever and Christ is not parted, but more closely 
and firmly united. That is not death, but life, 
that joins the dying man to Christ ; and that is 
not a life, but death, that separates the living man 
from Christ. As it is impossible for the leaven 
+hat is in the dough to be separated from the 
dough after it is once mixed, for it tumeth the 
nature of the dough into itself ; so it is impossible, 
either in life or death, for the saints ever to be 
separated from Christ; for Christ, in respect of 
union, is in the saints as nearly as the leaven in 
the very dough, — so incorporated one into another, 
as if Christ and they wore one lump. Why, why 
then, O Christian, art thou unwilling to die, as 
long as the marriage-knot holds fast between 
Christ and thy soul ? I readily grant that death 
dissolves that marriage-knot that is knit between 
man and wife; but death nor devil can never 
dissolve the marriage-knot that is knit between 
Christ and the believing 8o\x\. ^vci Qa,\x\i^\» $i^a^ss^'^ 
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that marriage-knot that is knit between Christ 
and a belieyer ; and if sin oannot, thm certainly 
death, that came in by sin, cannot. Though sin 
can do more than death, yet sin cannot make null 
and void that glorious marriage that is between 
Christ and the soul ; therefore a Christian should 
not be unwilling to die. 



ATOID SINFUL OCCASIONS. 

Toe ayoiding the occasions of sin, is an evidence 
of grace, and that which lifts up a man above 
most other men in the world. That a mm is in- 
deed, which he is in temptation ; and when sinful 
occasions do present themselves before the soul, 
this speaks out both the truth and the strength of 
grace; when with Lot, a man can be chaste in 
Sodom, and with Timothy can live temperate in 
Asia, among the luxurious Ephesians ; and with 
Job can walk uprightly in the land of Uz, where 
the people were profane in their lives, and super- 
stitious in their worship ; and with Daniel be holy 
in Babylon ; and with Abraham righteous in Chal- 
Jes; and with "NehetamYv, i«8\qv» m I^^xcAaoo^ 
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etc. Many a wicked man is big and full of cor- 
ruption, but shows it not for want of occasion ; 
but that man is surely good, who in his course 
will not be bad, though tempted by occasions. 
A Christless soul is so far from refusing occasions 
when they come in his way, that he looks and 
longs after them, and rather than he will go with- 
out them he will buy them, not only with love or 
money, but also with the loss of his soul. Nothing 
but grace can fence a man against the occasions of 
sin, when he is strongly tempted thereunto. There- 
fore, as you would cherish a precious evidence in 
your own bosoms of the truth and strength of 
your graces, shun all sinful occasions. 

ALL THINGS COHE ALIKE TO ALL. 

No man knoweth either love or hatred by out- 
ward mercy or misery ; for all things come alike 
to all, to the righteous and to the unrighteous, to 
the good and to the bad, to the clean and to the 
unclean, etc. The sun of prosperity shines as well 
upon brambles of the wilderness as fruit-trees of 
the orchard ; the snow and \i«a\. oi «A^«t«v\r3 V^sJ^ 
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upon the best garden as well as the stinking dung- 
hill or the wild waste. Ahab's and Josiah's ends 
concur in the very circumstances. Saul and Jona- 
than, though different in their natures, deserts, 
and deportments, yet in their deaths they were not 
divided. Health, wealth, honours, etc., crosses, 
sicknesses, losses, etc., are cast upon good men 
and bad men promiscuously. " The whole Turkish 
empire is nothing else but a crust, cast by heaven's 
great housekeeper to his dogs." Moses dies in the 
wilderness as well as those that murmured. Nabal 
is rich, as well as Abraham ; Ahithophel vidse, as 
well as Solomon ; and Doeg honoured by Saul, as 
well as Joseph was by Pharaoh. Usually the 
worst of men have most of these outward things ; 
and the best of men have least of earth, though 
most of heaven. 

LOOK ON BOTH SIDES. 

It is a sad and dangerous thing to have two eyes 
to behold our dignity and privileges, and not one 
to see our duties and services. I should look with 
one eye upon the choice axid ex<(^^\\^Ti\> ^m^ that 
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Christ hath done for me, to raise up my heart to 
love Christ with the purest love, and to joy in 
Christ with the strongest joy, and to lift up Christ 
above all, who hath made himself to be my all ; 
and I should look with the other eye upon those 
services and duties that the Scriptures require of 
those for whom Christ hath done such blessed 
things, as upon that of the Apostle : " What, know 
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost, which is in you, which ye have of God ? 
and ye are not your own : for ye are bought with 
a price ; therefore glorify God in your body, and 
in your spirit, which are God's." 

Now, a soul that would not be drawn away by 
this device of Satan, he must not look with a 
squint eye upon these blessed Scriptures, and 
abundance more of like import, but he must dwell 
upon them ; he must make these Scriptures to be 
bis chiefest and his choicest companions, and this 
will be a happy means to keep him close to Christ 
and his service in these times, wherein many turn 
their backs upon Christ, under pretence of being 
interested in the great glorious things that ha.vQ 
been acted by Christ. 
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CHRIST*S EXAMPLE. 



The great and glorious things that Jesns Christ 
hath done, and is a-doing for us, shotild be so to 
from taking ns off from religious services and 
pious performances, that they should be the 
greatest motives and encouragements to the per- 
formance of them that may be, as the Scriptares 
do abundantly evidence. 

THE UORTHTING OF SIN. 

Look upon a rabbit's skin, how well it comes off 
till it comes to the head, but then what hauling 
and pulling is there before it stirs ! So it is in 
the mortifying, in the crucifying of sin. A man 
may easily subdue and mortify such and such sins ; 
but when it comes to the head-sin, to the master- 
sin, to the bosom-sin, what tugging and pull- 
ing is there, what striving and struggling is there, 
to get off that sin, to get down that sin I Now, if 
the Lord, by smiting thee in some near and dear 
enjoyment, shall draw out thy heart to fall upon 
smiting of thy master-sin, an^ %\ia5\ bo b^s^^e^V^ >3QRk 
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aflliction, as to make it issue in the mortification 
of thy bosom corruption, what eminent cause wil^ 
thou have rather to bless Him, than to sit down 
and murmur against Him I And, doubtless, if thou 
art dear to Gk>d, God will, by striking thy dearest 
mercy, put thee upon striking at thy darling sin ; 
and therefore hold thy peace even then, when God 
touches the apple of thine eye. 

NONE CAN LOSE BT CHRIST. 

The Lord hath many ways to make up the loss 
of a near and dear mercy to thee. He can make 
up thy loss in something else that may be better 
for thee ; and He will certainly make up thy loss, 
either in kind or in worth. He took from Dayid 
an Absalom, and He gave him a Solomon; He 
took from him a Michal, and gave him a wise 
Abigail ; He took from Job seven sons and three 
daughters, and afterwards He gave him seyen sons 
and three daughters; He took from Job a fair 
estate, and at last doubled it to him ; He removed 
the bodily presence of Christ from his disciples^ 
but gave them more abxuidaji^^ Q?l\!^a» %^\x>JHa^ 
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presence, which was far the greater and the sweeter 
mercy. If Moses be taken away, Joshua shall be 
yaised in his room ; if Bayid be gathered to his 
fathers, a Solomon shall succeed him in his throne; 
if John be cast into prison, rather than the pulpit 
shall stand empty, a greater than John, even 
Christ himself, will be^ to preach. He that 
lives upon God in the loss of creature comforts, 
shall find all mode up in the God of comforts; 
he shall be able to say. Though my child is not, 
my friend is not, my yoke-fellow is not, yet my 
God liveth, and '^ blessed be my rook." Thou^ 
this mercy is not, and that mercy is not, yet cove- 
nant-mercies, yet ''the sure mercies of David" con- 
tinue ; these bed and board with me ; these will to 
the grave and to glory with me. I have read of 
a godly man, who, living near a philosopher, did 
often persuade him to become a Christian. " Oh 1 
but," said the philosopher, " I must, or may, lose 
all for Christ." To which the good man replied, 
" If you lose anything for Christ, lie will be sure 
to repay it a hundredfold." " Ay, but," said the 
philosopher, " will you be bound for Christ, that if 
He doth not pay me, you will?" "Yes, that I 
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will/' said the good man. So the philosopher 
became a Christian, and the good man entered into 
bond for performance of covenants. Some time 
after it happened that the philosopher fell sick on 
his deathbed, and, holding the bond in his hand, 
sent for the party engaged, to whom he gave up 
the bond, and said, ''Christ hath paid all; there is 
nothing for you to pay; take your bond, and cancel 
it." Christ will suffer none of his children to go 
by the loss ; He hath all, and He will make up all 
to them. In the close, Christ will pay the reckon- 
ing. No man shall ever have cause to say that he 
hath been a loser by Christ. 

THE CHASTENINOS OF LOYE. 

OuB mercies, like choice wines, many times turn 
into vinegar ; our fairest hopes are often blasted ; 
and that very mercy which we sometimes have 
said should be a staff to support us, hath proved a 
sword to pierce us. How often have our most 
flourishing mercies withered in our hands, and our 
bosom contentments been turned into gall and 
wormwood I Many parents who have sought th^ 
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livos of their children with tean, have lired after- 
wards to see them take such oonnes and come to 
such dismal ends as have brought their grey heads 
with sorrow to their graves. It had been ten 
thousand times a greater meroj to many parants 
to have buried their children so soon as ever they 
had been bom, than to see them oome to snoh 
unhappy ends as they often do. Well 1 Christian, 
it may be the Lord hath taken from thee such a 
hopeful son, or such a dear daughter, and thoa 
sayest, How can I hold my peace ? but hark, Chris- 
tian, hark I canst thou tell me how long thou most 
havo travailed in birth with them again before 
thoy had been twice bom ? Would not every sin 
that thoy had committed ag^nst thy gracious God 
caused a now throe in thy soul ? Would not every 
temptation that they had fallen before been as a 
dagger at thy heart ? Would not every affliction 
that should have befallen them been as a knife at 
thy throat? What are those pains, and pangs, 
and throes of child-birth to those after-pains, 
pangs, and throes that might have been brought 
upon thee by the sins and sufferings of thy child- 
ren ? Well I Christians, hold your peace, for you 
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do not know what thorns in your eyes, what goads 
in your sides, nor what spears in your hearts, such 
near and dear mercies might have proved had they 
been longer continued. 

THE christian's TRIALS. 

I HAYS read of the pine-tree, that, if the bark be 
pulled off, it will last a long time ; but if it con- 
tinue long on, it rots the tree. Ah ! how bad, how 
rotten, how base would many have proved, had God 
not pulled off their bark of health, wealth, friend- 
ship t etc. Near and dear relations, they stick as 
close to us as the bark of a tree ; and if God should 
not pull off this bark, how apt should we be to rot 
and corrupt ourselves! Therefore God is fain to 
bark us, and peel us, and strip us naked and bare 
of our dearest enjoyments and sweetest content- 
ments, that so our souls, like the pine-tree, may 
prosper and thrive the better. Who can seriously 
consider of this, and not hold his peace, even then 
when God takes a jewel out of his bosom ? Heap 
all the sweetest contentments and most desirable 
enjoyments of this world xx^otl ^ Tasao., 'vias^ ^'^^^ 
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not make him a Christian; heap them upon a 
Christian, they will not make him a better Chris- 
tian. Many a Christian hath been made wone 
by the good things of this world; but where 
is the Christian that hath been bettered by them? 
Therefore be quiet when Gk>d strips thee of 
them. 



THE LOSS OF CHRISr. 

I DATE read of Honorios, a Roman emperor, who 
was simple and childish enough. When one told 
him Eome was lost, he was exceedingly griei^, 
and cried out, Alas, alas ! for he supposed that it 
was his hen that was called Rome, which hen he 
exceedingly loved ; but when it was told him it 
was his imperial city of Rome that was besieged 
by Alaricus, and taken, and all the citizens rifled, 
and made a prey to the rude enraged soldiers, then 
his spirits were revived that his loss was not so 
great as he imagined. Now, what is the loss of a 
husband, a wife, a child, a friend, to the loss of 
God, Christ, the Spirit, or the least measure of 
^ace or communion with God? etc. I say, What 
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are all such losses, bat the loss of a hen to the loss 
of Rome? And yet so simple and childish are 
many Christians, that they are more affected and 
afflicted with the loss of this and that poor tem- 
poral enjoyment than they are with the loss of 
their most spiritual attainments. Ah, Christians I 
be but more affected with spiritual losses, and 
you will be more quiet and silent under temporal 
losses. Let the loss of Rome trouble you more, 
and then the loss of your hen will not trouble 
you at all. 

Christ's sufferino. 

Compass thy winter nights and other saints' 
winter nights together ; thy storms and troubles 
and other saints' storms and troubles together ; 
thy losses and other saints' losses together ; thy 
miseries and other saints' miseries together. Thy 
afflictions are but as a moment; they are but 
as yesterday, compared with the afflictions of 
other saints, whose whole lives have been made 
up of sorrows and sufferings, as the life of Christ 
was. 
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TUE GLORY OF HEAYXN. 

Long afflictions ^ill much set off the glory of 
heaven. The harbour is most sweet and desirable 
to them that have been long tossed upon the seas ; 
so will heaven be to those who have been long in 
a sea of trouble. The new wine of Christ's king- 
dom is most sweet to those that have been long 
a-drinking of gall and vinegar ; the crown of glory 
will bo most delightful to them who have been 
long in combating with the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. The longer our journey is, the sweeter 
will be our end, and the longer our passage is, the 
sweeter will our luiven be. The higher the moan- 
tain, the gladder we shall be when we are got to 
the top of it ; the longer the heir is kept from his 
inheritance, the more delight he will have when 
he comes to possess it. 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 

The kingdoms of this world are not lasting, much 
less are they everlasting; they have all their 
climacterical years ; but the kingdom of heaven is 
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an everlastihg kingdom — of that there is no end. 
There are seven sorts of crowns that were in use 
among the Roman victors, but they were all fading 
and perishing ; but the crown of glory that at last 
God will set upon the heads of his saints, shall 
continue as long as God himself continues. 

EARTHLY PAIN. 

Mant a man's life hath been nothing but a linger- 
ing death. " And another dieth in the bitterness 
of his soul, and never eateth with pleasure." There 
are those that have never a good day all their days, 
who have not a day of rest among all their days of 
trouble, nor a day of health among all their days 
of sickness, nor a day of gladness among all their 
ddys of sadness, nor a day of strength among all 
their days of weakness, nor a day of honour among 
all their days of reproach ; whose whole life is one 
continued winter's night; who every day drink gall 
and wormwood ; who lie down sighing, who rise 
groaning, and who spend their days in complain- 
ing : " No sorrow to our sorrows, no sufferings to 
our sufferings I " Some there be ^Vk!^ Viiv^^ ^i^v^^ 
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tears in their eyes, sorrows in their hearto; rods on 
their backs, and crosses in their hands : but it is 
not so with the Christian. 



THE christian's ATFLtcnoir. 

The afAicted Christian's heart is fullest of spiritual 
treasure. Though he may be poor in the world, 
yet he is rich in faith and holy experiences ; and 
what are all the riches of this world to spiritoal 
experiences? One spiritual experience is more 
worth than a world ; and upon a dying bed and 
before a judgment-seat, every man will be of this 
opinion. The men of this world will, with much 
quietness and calmness of spirit, bear much, and 
suffer much, and suffer long, when they find their 
Bufferings to add to their revenues ; and shall nature 
do more than grace ? It is the common yoioe of 
nature, "Who will show us any good?" How shall 
we come to be great, and high, and rich in the 
world ? We care not what we suffer, nor how long 
wo suffer, so we may but add house to house, heap 
to heap, bag to bag, and land to land. Oh, how 
much morej then, 8ho\iidC\ma\»\Mxi&V^^^>^^^ oxid 
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calm under all their afflictions, though they are 
never so long, considering that they do but add 
jewels to a Christian's crown ! they do but add to 
his spiritual experiences. The long afflicted Chris- 
tian hath the fullest and the greatest trade ; and, 
m the day of account, will be found the richest 
man. 

GRACE AND GLORY. 

The more grace here, the more glory hereafter; 
the higher in grace, the higher in glory. Grace 
differs nothing from glory but in name ; grace is 
glory in the bud, and glory is grace at the full. 
Glory is nothing but the perfection of grace; 
happiness is nothing but the perfection of holiness. 
Grace is glory in the seed, and glory is grace in 
the flower; grace is glory militant, and glory is 
grace triumphant. 

CONFORMITY TO CHRIST. 

It is one of God's great designs and ends in afflict- 
ing his people, to make them more conformable 
to his Son ; and God will liot \oft^ ^i^a «sA. '^Sissew 
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often lose theirs, but €k>d neyer hath nor will lose 
his ; and experience tells us that God doth every 
day, by afiiictions, accomplish his end upon his 
people. The longer they are afflicted, the more 
they are made conformable to Christ in meekness, 
lowliness, spiritualness, heayenliness, in faith, love, 
self-denial, pity, compassion, etc. Now, certainly, 
the more like to Christ, the more beloved of Christ. 
The more a Christian is like to Christ, the more 
he is the delight of Christ ; and the more like to 
Christ on earth, the nearer the soul shall sit to 
Christ in heaven. 



CHRTSTIAN FORBEARANCE. 

Impatience will but lengthen out the day of thy 
sorrows. Every impatient act adds one link more 
to the chain ; every act of frowardness adds one 
lash more to those that have already been laid 
out ; every act of muttering will but add stroke to 
stroke, and sting to sting ; every act of murmur- 
ing will but add burden to burden, and storm to 
storm. The most compendious way to lengthen 
f^ut thj long afflictions is to fret, and vex, and 
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murmur under them. As thou trouldst see a 
speedy issue of thy loug afflictions, sit mute and 
silent under them. 



" NOW " IS THE TIME. 

Time past cannot be recalled, and time to come 
cannot be ascertained: "To-day, if you hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts : " " Behold, now is 
the accepted time, now is the day of salvation." 
Some there be that trifle away their time, and 
fool away their souls and their salvation. To 
prevent this, the Apostle beats upon the present 
opportunity, because if that be once past, there is 
no recovering of it. Therefore, as the mariner 
takes the first fair wind to sail, and as the mer- 
chant takes his first opportunity of buying and 
selling, and as the husbandman takes the first 
opportunity of sowing and reaping, so should 
young men take the present seajson, the present 
day, which is their day, to be good towards the 
Lord, to seek Him and serve Him, and not to post 
off the present season, for they know not "wVssifc 
another day, another Yioxxt, «jasAJ!aKt \s3iSsw!L<so^»^^sB^»?^ 
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bring forth. That door of grace that is open to-day 
may be shat to-morrow; that golden sceptre of 
mercy that is held forth in the (xospel this day may 
be taken in the next day ; that love that this hour 
is upon the bare knee entreating and beseeching 
young men to break off their sins by repentancej 
^' to return to the Lord, to lay hold on his strength, 
and be at peace with Him/' may the next honr be 
turned into wrath. 



THE PRESENT TIME ONLY OUB OWN. 

TnERE is no time yours but the present time, no 
day yours but the present day ; and therefore do 
not please yourselves and feed yourselves with 
hopes of time to come, and that you will repent, 
but not yet, and lay hold on mercy, but not yet, 
and give up yourselves to the Lord next week, 
next month, or next year ; for that God that hath 
promised you mercy and favour upon the day of 
your return, He hath not promised to prolong 
your lives till that day comes. When a soldier 
was brought before Lamacus, a commander, for 
a misbehaviour, and p\ft«A^ \i^ ^w&.^ ^^ «a no 
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mor^, Lamacus answered, *^ No man must offend 
twice in war." So God, especially in these Gospel- 
days, wherein the motions of Divine justice are 
more smart and quick than in former days, happily 
will not suffer men twice to neglect the day of 
grace, and let slip the season of mercy. 

A THREE- WORD REPENTANCE. 

I HATE read of a certain young man, who, being 
admonished of the evil of his way and course, and 
pressed to leave his wickedness by the considera- 
tion of death, judgment, and eternity, that was 
a-coming, he answered, — ^What do you tell me of 
these things ? I will do well enough ; for when 
death comes, I will speak but three words, and will 
help all ; and so still he went on in his sinful ways, 
but in the end, coming to a bridge on horseback, 
to go over a deep water, the horse stumbling, and 
he labouring to recover his horse, but could not. 
At last, he lei go the bridle, and gave up himself 
and horse to the waters, and was heard to say these 
three words, Devil take all, Diabolue capiat ommaX 
Here were three dreadful ^^oi^ Viv!^<^^, ^s^^ ^^ 
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a witness, for all joung men to 
ink to repent with a three-word 

St. 



BOUL-OPPORTUNITIES. 



/ 
. / 



ilipping gracious seasons and oppor- jj 
iied for ever! Soul-opportunities .*! 
than a thousand worlds ; mercy is I 
md glory are in them, heaven and 

;hem. 



DO NOT PUT OFF GOD. 

God to old age ; for old, lame, and 
arely reach as high as heaven. Is 
J unteachablo ? In old age are not 
; to take in, and as unapt to give 
c, oftentimes, men are men, and no 
i eyes, but see not ; ears, but hear 
»ut speak not ; feet, but walk not. 
I but a moving anatomy, or a living 
w, how unVoveVj^ "Vic^^ xjcii^m'^^ il 
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how unworthy, nay, how incensing, how provoking 
a thing must this needs be, when men will dally 
with God, and put Him off till their doating days 
have overtaken them; till their spring is past, 
their summer overpast, and they arrived at the 
fall of the leaf; yea, till winter colours have stained 
their heads with grey and hoary hairs! How 
provoking this is, you may see in those sad words 
of Jeremiah : " I spake unto thee in thy pros- 
perity ; but thou saidst, I will not hear : this 
hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou 
obeyest not my voice." But will. God put up 
with this at their hands ? No. Therefore it fol- 
lows in the next verse, "Surely thou shalt be 
ashamed and confounded for all thy wickedness." 

THE WORK AND THE REWARD. 

Man*s wages, man's reward, shall be according to 
hia works. He that doth most work here shall 
have most reward hereafter. God will at last 
proportion the one to the other, the reward to 
the work : " He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap sparingly; and he "vrVvviYi ^qttj^^ VsvxaiQ&»S^:?i 
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shall reap bountifrilly." Though no man shall be 
rewarded for his works, yet God will at last 
measure out happiness and blessedness to his 
people (according to their service, faithfulness, dili- 
gence, and work in this world. 

GOOD WORK. 

'' No man can commend good works magnificently 
enough," saith Luther, *' for one work of a Chris- 
tian is more precious than heaven and earth ; and 
therefore all the world cannot sufficiently reward 
one good work." And in another place, saith the 
same author, " If I might have my desire, I would 
rather choose the meanest work of a country 
Christian, or poor maid, than all the victories and 
triumphs of Alexander the Great, and of Julius 
CaQsar.'' 



MERE PROFESSION WORTHLESS. 

As the phoenix in Arabia gathers sweet odoriferous 
sticks together, and then blows them vnth her 
wings^ and burns herself with them, so many a 
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carnal professor bums himself with his own good 
works, that is, by his expecting and trusting to 
receive that by his works that is only to be received 
and expected from Jesus Christ. Though all that 
man can do towards the meriting of heaven is no 
more than the lifting up of a straw towards the 
meriting of a kingdom, yet such a proud piece man 
is, that he is ready enough to say with proud Vega, 
1 will not have heaven of free cost. A proud heart 
would fain have that of debt which is merely of 
grace, and desires that to be of purchase which God 
hath intended to be of free mercy; which made one 
to say, that he would swim through a sea of brim- 
stone that he might come to heaven at last ; but 
he that swims not thither through the sea of 
Christ's blood, shall never come there. Man must 
swim thither, not through brimstone, but through 
blood, or he miscarries for ever. 

THB POWBR OP GRACE. 

Thc sooner a man begins to be gracious, the sooner 
and the more useful will his arts, his parts, his 
gifts, his graces, his mercies^ hia «3.^^\%\^<^H^<tVe<a^ 
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life, his labours, his prayers, his ooonsels, his 
examples, be to all that are with hinii to all that 
are about him. 



BE GOOD BEnMES. 

Ah! young men, young men! as you would be 
useful and serviceable to many, begin to be good 
betimes, and to lay in and lay up and lay out 
betimes, for the profit and advantage of others. 
Augustine accounted nothing his own that he did 
not communicate to others. The bee doth store 
her hive out of all sorts of flowers for the oommon 
benefit. It is a base and unworthy spirit for a 
man to make himself the centre of all his actions. 
The very heathen man could say that a man's 
country, and his friends, and others, challenge a 
great part of him. And indeed the best way to 
do ourselves good is to be a-doing good to others ; 
the best way to gather is to scatter. Memorable 
is that story of Pyrrhias, a merchant of Ithaca, 
who, at sea, espying an aged man, a captive in a 
pirate's ship, took compassion of him, and re- 
deemed him^ and bougVit ViiA ^^^xsixxtf^tiQa \7hi0h 
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the pirate had taken from him, which were certain 
barrels of pitch. The old man perceiving that 
not for any good semce he could do him, nor for 
the gain of that commodity, but merely out of 
charity and pity he had done this, discovered a 
great mass of treasure hidden in the pitch, whereby 
the merchant in a very short time became very 
rich; at which very time God made that word 
good, " He that soweth liberally shall reap liber- 
ally j" and that word, "The liberal soul shall be 
made fat;" and that word, "The liberal deviseth 
liberal things, and by liberal things shall he stand." 
It is fabled of Midas, that whatever he touched he 
turned it into gold. It is certain that a liberal 
hand, a liberal heart, turns all into gold, into gain, 
as Scripture and experience do abundantly evi- 
dence. Now, if you put all these things together, 
nothing is more evident than that those that begin 
to be good betimes are in the ready way, the high 
way, to be high in heaven when they shall cease 
from breathing on earth. And therefore, young 
men, as you would be high in heaven, as you would 
have a great reward, a full reward, a massy, weighty 
crown, labour to be good betimea \ ^3BXiQ^st Xs^ ^§5^ 
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acquainted with the Lord, and an interest in i 
Lord, in the spring and morning of your dajB f 

TUBN TO CHRIST XOW. 

Early taming to the Lord will preTont man 
temptations to despair, many temptationa to m 
gleet the means openly, to despiBe the mean 
secretly; many temptations about the being c 
God, the goodness, faithfulness, tnitii, and justic 
of God ; temptations to despair, temptations to la 
violent hands on a man's self. Temptations t 
question all that God hath said, and that Chric 
hath suffered, arise many times from men's d( 
laying and putting off of God to the last; all whiol 
with many others, are prevented by a man's seel 
ing and serving of the Lord in the spring an 
morning of his youth. It is reported of the hart 
of Scythia, that they teach their young ones t 
leap from bank to bank, from rock to rock, froi 
one turf to another, by leaping before them, b 
which means, when they are hunted, no beast ( 
prey can ever take them ; so, when persons exei 
eke themselvQS in godliness wVieii \.\i^^ «s« youn^ 
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when they leap from one measure of holiness to 
another, when they are in the morning of their 
days, Satan, that mighty hunter after souls, may 
pursue them with his temptations ; but he shall 
not overtake them, he shall not prevail over them. 

SAVE THT SOUL. 

Do not pawn your souls, do not sell your souls, do 
not exchange away your souls, do not trifle and 
fool away your precious souls ; they are jewels, 
more worth than a thousand worlds, yea, than 
heaven and earth. If they are safe, all is safe ; 
but if they are lost, all is lost : God lost, and Christ 
lost, and the society of glorious angels and blessed 
saints lost, and heaven lost, and that for ever. 
Granetensis tells of a woman that was so affected 
with souls' miscarryings, that she besought God to 
stop up the passage into hell with her soul and 
body, that none might have entrance. Ah I that 
all were so affected with the worth and excellency 
of their souls, and so alarmed with the hazard and 
danger of losing their souls, as that they may, in 
the spring and morning oi tU^YC ^"a.-^^^Ys^o^vt^'SiS^^ 
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I am, Baith he, attached of treason, and next 
morning I shall be executed. Why, saith the 
king to him again, are you bo troubled at that, 
knowing that you shall be judged by your brother, 
and for a matter that your conscience tells you 
you are clear of? How much more, therefore, 
may I be afraid, seeing that God shall judge 
me, and not in a matter that my conscience frees 
me of, but of that whereof I am guilty ? And, 
beside this, if the worst come, it is but a tem- 
porary death you shall die; but I am liable to 
death eternal, both of body and soul. I will leave 
the application to those persons that put this day 
afar off, and whom no arguments will move to be 
good betimes, and to acquaint themselves with the 
Lord in the morning of their youth. 

WHAT CHRIST DID FOR SOULS. 

A SOUL is a spiritual, immortal substance : it is 
capable of the knowledge of God, it is capable of 
union with God, of communion with God, and of 
a blessed and happy fruition of God. Chtlfafe \a1^ 
his Father's bosom iox t\i^ ^wA q>V vsqS^n^^^ 



To those vho begin to seek, gerra, and lore U 
Lord in the primrose of th^ ixja, tha day 
judgmcDt irill be b) them nu^iMliati><iiire,/u6iIii 
in corde, like miuio in the ear, and a jubilee : 

the heart. This day will be to them a "day 
refresh in;/, a day of redemption," a day of viitdia 
lion, a day of coronation, a day of consolation, 
day of salvation; it will be to them a marriag 
day, a harvest-day, a pay-day. Now the Lord w: 
pay thent for all the prayers they hava made, f 
all the sermons they have heard, for all the tea 
tdef have shed. In this greaX ^3 (lAmeh ^ 
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remember all the individual offioes of love and 
friendship shown to any of his. Now He will 
mention many things for their honour and com- 
fort that they never minded. Now the least and 
lowest acts of love and pity towards his shall be 
interpreted as a special kindness shown to him- 
self. Now the crown shall be set upon their 
heads, and the royal robes put upon their backs. 
Now all the world shall see that they have not 
served the Lord for nought. Now Christ will 
pass over all their weaknesses, and make honour- 
able mention of all the services they have per- 
formed, of all the mercies they have improved, 
and of all the great thing? that for his name and 
glory they have suffered. 

WISE IN GOD*S SIGHT. 

In all ages God hath had some that have been 
great, rich, wise, and honourable, that have chosen 
his ways, and cleaved to his service in the face of 
all difficulties. Though not many wise men, yet 
some wise men; and though not many ml^t^^ 
yet some mighty lia^Q\ wi^ VJelwv^ tv^^» xssssss:^ 



128 GREAT OAiy. 

noble, yet some noble hare. Witness Abi-sb 
and Jacob, and Job, and ureial kings, and ottu 
that the Scriptures speak of. And, ah I hi 
man; have we among oniselTes, whose souls hi 
cleaved to the Loid, and vrho hare swam to 1 
seirice through the blood of the slain, and w 
have not counted their lires dear onto them, tl 
tbej and others might enjoy the hoi; things 
Christ, according to the mind and heart of Chiii 



TuonoH BBints have littls in hand, jet Hie; ha 
much in hope. Yon count those happ;, in 
worldly eensc, that have muoh in rereraion, thoq 
tbej have little in possession ; and will yoa con 
the saints miserabla becaosa thej have little 
hand, little in poascsaion, though the; have 
glorious kingdom in reversion of this? I i 
snre the poorest saint that breathes will not ( 
change, were it in bis power, that which he ha 
in hope and in reversion, for the possession of 
man; worlds as there be stars in heavot, or san 
Jn tbdBea. 
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SPIRITUAL RICHES. 

Thb spiritual riches of the pooi^t saints do in- 
finitely transcend the temporal riches of all the 
wicked men in the world; their spiritual riches 
do satisfy them ; they can sit down satisfied with 
riches of grace that be in Christ, without honours, 
and without riches. ^'He that drinks of that 
water that I shall give him, shall thirst no more/' 
The riches of poor saints are durable ; they will 
bed and board with them; they will go to the 
prison, to a sick-bed, to a grave, yea, to heaven 
with them. The spiritual riches of poor saints are 
as wine to cheer them, and as bread to strengthen 
them, and as cloth to warm them, and as armour 
to protect them. 

THE NUMBER OF THE SAINTS. 

Though the saints, considered comparatively, are 
few; though they be a '^ little, little flock,'' a 
" remnant," " a garden enclosed," " a spring shut 
up, a fountain sealed ; " though they &r« «& " ^Icss^ 
summer gleanings*/' tViow^ ^^fts^ «t^ ^-^^'-''^ 
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the good of the saints, as jou may see by the 
temptations that Adam and Eve, and Christ and 
David, and Job and Peter and Paul met with. 
Those hands of power and love that bring light 
out of darkness, good out of evil, sweet out of 
bitter, life out of death, heaven out of hell, will 
bring much sweet and good to his people, out of 
all the temptations that come upon them. 

WHO BLOTTETH OUT OUR TRANSGRESSIONS ? 

Who is this that blots out transgressions 7 He 
that hath the keys of heaven and hell at his girdle, 
that opens and no man shuts, that shuts and no 
man opens ; He that hath the power of life and 
death, of condemning and absolving, of killing 
and making alive, — He it is that blots out trans- 
gressions. If an under-officer should blot out an 
indictment, that perhaps might do a man no good, 
a man might for all that be at last cast by the 
judge ; but when the judge or king shall blot out 
the indictment with their own hand, then the 
indictment cannot return. Now thia \& ^r^^sc^ 
believer's case and happm^E. 
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THE MALICE OF SATAN. 



Satan is a malicious and envioiis enemy. As his 
names are, so is he. His names are all names of 
enmity : the accuser, the tempter, the destroyer, 
the deTourer, the enyious man. And this malice 
and envy of his he shows sometimes by tempting 
men to such sins as are quite contrary to the 
temperature of their bodies, as he did Vespasian 
and Julian — men of sweet and excellent natures 
— to be most bloody murderers. And sometimes 
he shows his malice by tempting men to such 
things as will bring them no honour nor profit ; 
and sometimes he shows his malice by tempting 
them to those sins which they have not found 
their natures prone to, and which they abhor in 
others. Now, if the soul resists these, and com- 
plains of these, and groans and mourns under 
these, and looks up to the Lord Jesus to be de- 
livered from these, then shall they not be put 
down to the soul's account, but to Satan's, who 
shall be so much the more tormented, by how 
much the more the saints have been by him 
malioiouslj tempted. 
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Make present and peremptory resistance agdinst 
Satan's temptations ; bid defiance to the temptation 
At first sight. It is safe to resist, it is dangerous 
to dispute. Eve lost herself and her posterity by 
falling into lists of dispute, when she should have 
resisted, and stood upon terms of defiance with 
Satan. He that would stand in the hour of temp- 
tation must plead with Christ, "It is written.'* 
He that would triumph over temptations must 
plead still, " It is written." Satan is bold and im- 
pudent, and if you are not peremptory in your 
resistance, he will give you fresh onsets. It is your 
greatest honour, and your highest wisdom, peremp- 
torily to withstand the beginnings of a temptation, 
for an after-remedy comes often too late. 

Mrs Catherine Bretterege once, after a great con- 
flict with Satan, said, " Reason not with me ; I am but 
a weak woman ; if thou hast anything to say, say 
it to my Christ ; He is my advocate, my strength, 
and my Redeemer, and He shall plead for me.'* 

Men must not seek to resist Satan's craft with 
craft, but by open defiance. He shoots with Satan 
in his own bow, who thinks by disputing w&d. 
reasoning to put Yiim oS, ^ ^^wjl w^ ^ \is«s<$«is»ss«w 
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shows its face, say to the temptation, as Ephraim 
to his idols, ''Get you hence; what have I any 
more to do with you ? '* Oh, say to the temptation, 
as David said to the sons of Zeruiah, '^ What have 
I to do with you ?" You will be too hard for me. 
He that doth thus resist temptations, shall never 
be undone by temptations. 

THE FAITHFUL PR0UI8EB. 

Antiochus promised often, but seldom gave ; upon 
which he was called, in way of derision, a great 
promiser ; but Jesus Christ never made any pro- 
mise but He hath or will perform it ; nay. He is 
often better than his word ; He gives many times 
more than we ask. The sick man of the palsy 
asked but health, and Christ gave him health and 
pardon to boot. Solomon desired but wisdom, and 
the Lord gave him wisdom, and honour, and riches, 
and the favour of creatures as paper and pack- 
thread into the bargain. Jacob asked Him but 
clothes to wear, and bread to eat, and the Lord 
gave him these things, and riches, and other 
mercies into the bargiedii. Ckriat doth not mea- 
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sure his gifts by our petitions, but by his own 
riches and mercies. Gracious soujs many times 
receive many gifts and favours from God that they 
never dreamt of, nor durst presume to beg, lyhich 
others extremely strive after and go without. 

THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE SAINTS. 

Those that have been best and most beloved have 
been most tempted by Satan. Though Satan can 
never rob a Christian of his crown, yet such is his 
malice, that he will therefore tempt, that he may 
spoU them of their comforts. Such is his enmity 
to the Father, that the nearer and dearer any child 
is to Him, the more will Satan trouble him, and 
vex him with temptations. Christ himself was 
most near and most dear, most innocent and most 
excellent, and yet none so much tempted as Christ. 
David was dearly beloved, and yet by Satan 
tempted to number the people. Job was highly 
praised by God himself, and yet much tempted ; 
witness those sad things that fell from his mouth, 
when he was wet to the skin. Peter was nmch 
prized by Christ; witness th«Ai <i\iQ\afik \«a}CYONss«?j 
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that Christ gave of his faith and happiiiets, and 
his showing him his gloxy in the Moanty and 
that eje of pitj that He cast upon him after his 
fearful fall, etc., and jet tempted by Satan. *' And 
the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat! 
but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail thee 
not." Paul had the honour of being exalted as 
high as heaven, and of seeing that glory that oouM 
not be expressed ; and yet he was no sooner 
stepped out of heaven, but he is buffeted by Satan, 
''lost he should be exalted above measure." If 
those, that wore so really, so gloriously, 00 emi- 
nently beloved of God, if these that have lived in 
heaven, and set their feet upon the stars, have 
been tempted, let no saints judge themselvee not 
to be beloved because they are tempted. It ia as 
natural for saints to be tempted, that are dearly 
beloved, as it is for the sun to shine, or a bird to 
sing. The eagle complains not of her wings, nor 
the peacock of his train, nor the nightingale of her 
voice, because these are natural to them ; no more 
should saints of their temptations, because they 
are natural to them. " For yre NTre&tiLe not agjEunsfe 
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flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

CTTRISTIAN OONPERENCB. 

Ths Jews have a proverb, that two dry sticks put 
to a green one will kindle it. The best way to be 
in a flame God-ward, Christ-ward, heaven- ward, 
and holiness-ward, is to be among the dry sticks, 
the kindle-coals, the saints ; for as live coals kindle 
those that are dead, so lively Christians will heat 
and enliven those that are dead God-wards, Christ- 
wards, heaven- wards, and holiness-wards. ''As 
iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the face of a man 
his friend." Men's wits, parts, and gifts, and 
industry, commonly grow more strong, vigorous, 
and quick, by friendly conference and communion. 
And as he that comes where sweet spices and 
ointments are stirring, carries away a sweet savour 
with him, so he that converseth with those that 
are good shall carry away that goodness and 
sweetness with him that shall render him sweet, 
desirable, and delectable to oiheiA. I>t1^^<sft^*^^ 



138 OREAT OAIN. 

martyr, rejoiced that ever he came into priBon, 
because he came thither to have acquaintance with 
that angel of God, John Bradford, as he calls him; 
so, doubtless, many young persons there be that 
have much cause to rejoice, and for ever to bless 
the Lord, that ever they came acquainted with such 
and such who foar the Lord, and who walk in his 
ways, for the good that they have reoeiyed by them. 

AYOU) SIN. 

SnuN the occasions of sin betimes. A man win 
never begin to be good till he be^ to decline 
those occasions that have made him bad. '' Ab- 
stain from all appearance of eviL" You must 
shun and be shy of the very appearance of sin, of 
the very shows and shadows of sin. "Abstain 
from all sort, or the whole kind of evil;" from 
all that is truly so, bo it never so small. The least 
sin is dangerous. Caesar was stabbed with bod- 
kins, and many have been eaten up of mice and 
lice. The least spark may consume the greatest 
house ; the least leak may sink the greatest ship ; 
the least sin is enough to undo thy soul ; and 
therefore shun all the occaaiona t\i«i l^ad unto it. 
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Job made a covenant with his eyes ; Joseph would 
not be in the room where his mistress was ; and 
David, when himself, would not sit with vain per- 
sons. As long as there is fuel in our hearts for a 
temptation, we cannot be secure; he that hath 
gunpowder about him, had need keep far enough 
off from sparkles ; he that is either tender of his 
credit abroad, or comfort at home, had need shun 
and be shy of the very show and shadow of sin ; 
he that would neither wound conscience nor credit, 
God nor Gospel, had need hate "the garment 
spotted with the flesh." 

THE VOICE OF CONSaENCE. 

A KAN will never begin to be good till he begins 
to hearken to what conscience speaks. So long as 
a man turns a deaf ear to conscience, he is a safe 
prisoner to Satan, and a sure enemy to good. Ah ! 
how good might many have been had they but 
begun betimes to hearken to conscience ! Do not 
dally with conscience ; do not play, do not trifle 
with conscience; do not stop your ears against 
conscience. He that will xlo\. m \32» -^wjfis^ ^S^^ 
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conscience audience, shall at last be forced to hear 
such lectures from conscience, as shall make his 
life a very heU. A sleepy conscience is like a 
sleepy lion, — ^when he awakes, he roars and tears ; 
so will conscience. Conscience is a thousand wit« 
nesses for or against a man. 

A QTHET SPIRIT. 

A QUIET, silent spirit is of great esteem with Gk)d. 
God sets the greatest yalue upon persons of a quiet 
spirit. '^But let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 
the sight of God of great price." A quiet spirit is 
a spark of the Divine nature ; it is a ray, a beam 
of glory ; it is a heayen-bom spirit. No man is 
born with a holy silence in his heart, as he is bom 
with a tongue in his mouth. This is a flower of 
Paradise; it is a precious gem that God makes 
very great reckoning of. A quiet spirit speaks a 
man most like to God ; it capacitates a man for 
communion with God; it renders a man most 
sernoeMQ to God ; and it obliges a man to most 
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accurate walking with God. A meek and quiet 
spirit is an incorruptible ornament^ much more 
valuable than gold. 



THE WILL OP GOD. 

IIow often have you prayed that the will of God 
may be done, yea, that it may be done on the 
earth, as the angels, those glistering courtiers, 
those princes of glory, do it now in heaven 1 When 
troubles and afflictions come upon you, the will of 
God is done — ^his will is accomplished. Why, then, 
should you fret, fling, and fume, and not rather 
quietly lie down in his will, whose will is a perfect 
will, a just and righteous will, a wise will, an over- 
ruling will, an infinite will, a sovereign will, a holy 
wiU, an immutable wiU, an uncontrollable will, an 
omnipotent will, and an eternal will ? Certainly 
you will but add affliction to affliction, by fighting 
against your own prayers, and by vexing and fret- 
ting yourselves when the will of God is done. It 
is sad to see a man fight against his friends ; it is 
sadder to see him fight against his relations ; it is 
saddest of all to see him fight against hia i^to^^^c^N 
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and jet this every Christian doth who murmurs 
and mutters when the rod of GRkL is upon him. 



FLEB FROM K7IL. 

It 19 a greater miracle not to fall, being among 
strong occasions, than it is to raise up the dead. He 
that would not be defiled, must not touch pitch; he 
that would not be burnt, must not carry fire in his 
bosom ; he that would not eat the meat, must not 
meddle with the broth; he that would not fall 
into the pit, must not dance upon the brink ; he 
that would not feel the blow, must keep off from 
the train : '^ Keep thee far from a false matter." 
He that will not fly from the occasions and allure- 
ments of sin, though they may seem never so plea- 
sant to the eye, or sweet to the taste, shall find 
them in the end more sharp than vinegar, more 
bitter than wormwood, more deadly than poison. 



gob's chasttenino. 



The bee sucks sweet honey out of the bitterest 
berba ; bo God will by affiictloii^ ^eash his ohildren 
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to suck sweet knowledge, sweet obedience, and 
sweet experiences, out of all the bitter afflictions 
and trials He exercises them with. That scour- 
ing and rubbing, which frets others, shall make 
them shine the brighter ; and that weight which 
crushes and keeps others under, shall but make 
them, like the palm-tree, grow better and higher ; 
and that hammer which knocks others all in 
pieces, shall but knock them the nearer to Christ, 
the corner-stone. Stars shine brightest in the 
darkest night; torches give the best light when 
beaten ; grapes yield most wine when most pressed ; 
spices smell sweetest when pounded ; vines are the 
better for bleeding; gold looks the brighter for 
scouring ; juniper smells sweetest in the fire ; 
camomile, the more you tread it the more you 
spread it ; the salamander lives best in the fire ; 
the Jews were best when most afflicted; the 
Athenians would never mend till they were in 
mourning ; the Christ's cross, saith Luther, is no 
letter in the book, and yet, saith he, it hath taught 
me more than all the letters in the book. Afflic- 
tions are the saint's best benefactors to heavenly 
affections; where afflictiona \iwi\gj V«wrvfts^»> ^^^- 
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raptions hang loosest. And gnoe that is hid in 
nature, as sweet water in rose kaTM, is then most 
fragrant when the fire of afiUction is pat nndsf 
to distil it ont Grace shines the blighter fiorsoonr- 
ing, and is most glorious when it ia most dondod. 



THS TRIALS OF CHRISr. 

When Christ was joimg, He was tempted and 
tried ; when He was in the morning of his dajB, 
his wounds were deep, his burden weighty, his cap 
bitter, his sweat painful, his agony and torment 
above conception, beyond expression ; when He was 
young, that blessed head of his was crowned with 
thorns; and those eyes of his, that were purer 
than the sun, were put out by the darkness of 
death; and those ears of his, which now hear 
nothing but hallelujahs of saints and angels, were 
filled with the blasphemies of the multitude ; and 
that blessed, beautiful face of his, which was fairer 
than the sons of men, was spit on by beastly, 
filthy wretches; and that gracious mouth and 
tongue, that spake as neyer man spake, was slan- 
dered and accused oi \)Va»p\iWtt3 *, wA^QoswRiVflMD^AR 
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of his, which healed the sick, which gave out par- 
dons, which swayed a sceptre in heaven, and 
another on earth, were nailed to the cross; and 
those feet, that were beautiful upon the mountains, 
that brought the glad tidings of peace and salva- 
tion into the world, and that were like unto fine 
brass, were also nailed to the cross : all these great 
and sad things did Jesus suffer for you in the 
prime and flower of his days ; and oh ! what an 
imspeakable provocation should this be to all 
young ones, to give up themselves betimes to 
Christ, — to serve, love, honour, and obey Him be- 
times, even in the spring and morning of their 
youth. " Let the thoughts of a crucified Christ," 
saith one, ^' be never out of your mind ; let them 
be meat and drink unto you; let them be your 
sweetness and consolation, your honey and your 
desire, your reading and your meditation, your 
life, death, and resurrection." 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP. 

Man is made to be a friend, and apt for friendly 
ofl&ces. He that is not ineiidX^ Sa Ttfi\» "«<s^'^"5 "^ 
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have a friend; and he that hath a friend, and doth 
not show himself friendly, is not worthy to he 
accounted a man. Friendship is a kind of life, 
without which there is no comfort of a man's life. 
Christian friendship ties such a knot that great 
Alexander cannot cut. Summer friends I value 
not, but winter friends are worth their weight in 
gold ; and who can deny such anything, especially 
in these days, wherein real, faithful, constant 
friends are so rare to be found ? The friendship 
of most men in these days is like Jonah's gourd, 
now very promising and flourishing, and anon 
fading and withering ; it is like some plants in the 
water, which have broad leaves on the surface of 
the water, but scarce any root at all ; their friend- 
ship is like melons, cold within, hot without ; their 
expressions are high, but their affections are low; 
they speak much, but do little. As drums and 
trumpets and ensigns in a battle make a great 
noise and a iine show, but act nothing, so these 
counterfeit friends will compliment highly, bow 
handsomely, speak plausibly, and promise lustily, 
and yet have neither a hand nor heart to act any- 
thing cordially or iai^inXVj. ^xwo. «M<ih friends 
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it is a mercy to be deliteted, and therefore King 
Antigonus was wont to pray to God that He would 
protect him from his friends ; and when one of his 
council asked him why he prayed so, he returned 
this answer, " Every man will shun and defend 
himself against his professed enemies; but from 
our professed or pretended friends, of whom few 
are faithful, none can safeguard himself, but hath 
need of protection from Heaven." But for all 
this, there are some that are real friends, faith- 
ful friends, active friends, winter friends, bosom 
friends, fast friends ; and for their sakes, especially 
those among them that have been long, very long, 
under the smarting rod, and in the fiery furnace, 
and that have been often poured from vessel to 
vessel, have I once more appeared in print to the 
world* 

READING AND APPLICATlOIf . 

Reading is but the drawing of the bow; application 
is the hitting of the white. The choicest truths 
will no further profit you than they are applied 
by yon ; you were as good not to read, as not to 
apply what you read. No man c^^Xa^ka V^ \i»^^2^ 
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by reading of Galen, or knowing Hippoorates' 
aphorisms, but by the practical application of 
them. All the reading in the world will never 
make for the health of your souls, except you apply 
what you read. The true reason why many read 
so much and profit so little, is because they do not 
apply and bring home what they read to their own 
souls. - 



GROWTH IN GRACE. 

As he that sets up for himself betimes is in the 
most hopeful way to be rich betimes, so he that is 
good in good earnest betimes, he is in the ready 
way, the highway of being rich in grace and rich 
in goodness. They usually prove men of great 
observation and great experience. God loves to 
show these his "beauty and his glory in his 
sanctuary.'* He delights to cause " his glory and 
his goodness to pass before" such. These shall find 
all his "paths drop marrow and fatness." For 
these " the Lord of hosts will make a feast of fat 
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things 
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined." 
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These shall have all manner of "pleasant fruits'* 
laid up "at their gates for their well-beloved." 
None have so many choice pledges of Christ's love, 
nor so many sweet kisses of Christ's mouth, nor 
so many embraces in Christ's arms, as those souls 
that are good betimes. the grace, the goodness, 
the sweetness, the fatness that Christ is still 
a-dropping into their hearts! Christ will make 
their hearts his largest treasury ; He will lay up 
most of his heavenly treasure in their souls. 
There He will store up mercies new and old; 
there He will treasure up all plenty, rarity, and 
variety; there He will lay up all that heart can 
wish or need require. 

THE N0BILTT7 OF GRACE. 

Grace doth not destroy nature, but rather perfect 
it. Grace is of a noble ofifepring; it neither 
tumeth men into stocks nor to stoics. The more 
grace, the more sensible of the tokens, frowns, 
blows, and lashes of a displeased Father. Though 
Calvin, under his greatest pains, waa lyK^^tV^Ks:^ 
to mutter nor murmuT, ^ft\.Ykft'MTOA\iR»3^ ^\\ft!^'v^ 
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B&jf "How long, Lord, how long?" A leli^oiiB 
commander being shot in battle, when the wound 
was searched, and the bullet oat out, some stand- 
ing by, pitying his pain, he replied, " Though I 
groan, yet I bless God I do not grumble." 

LOOK TO HSATSN. 

Galen speaks of a fish called the heaTen gazer, 
which hath but one eye, and that is so plaoed that 
it is always looking upwards towards heaTen ; and 
so should a Christian's eye of hope be always fixed 
on God, on promises, on heayen, on the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light, and on all those prs- 
cious and glorious things that are laid up for them 
in that royal palace where Christ is all in all. 

GOn's PRESENCX. 

No man in this world hath so complete and full a 
presence of God, but he may have a fuller ; bat in 
heaven the presence of God shall be so full and 
complete, as that nothing can be added to it to 
mako it more oompleia. ^iiife\axasA ^s^a-^ aome- 
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times Satan, sometimes the world, sometimes rest- 
ing in duties, sometimes the weakness of our 
graces, hinder us from enjoying a full presence of 
God here ; but in heaven there shall be nothing 
to interpose between Gbd and us ; there shall be 
nothing to hinder us from enjoying a full and 
complete presence of God. It is this full presence 
of God that is the heaven of heaven, the glory of 
all our glory. An imperfect and incomplete 
presence of God in heaven would darken all the 
glory of that state. It is the full and perfect 
presence of God in heaven that is the most spark- 
ling diamond in the ring of glory ; and this you 
shall have. 

THE CHRISHAN'S DESIRE. 

How do the heirs of this world long to have their 
estates in their own hands ? how do they long to 
have their inheritances settled upon them ! some of 
them wishing their relations dead that stand be- 
tween them and their inheritances ; and others, of 
a Uttle better nature, wishing them in the h<!«y?s\sv 
of Abraham, that they iii\^\» <»l£ka\a\x^^x^^«^^^ 



152 GREAT OAIN. 

that they might suck the sweet, and take up theii 
rest, in their worldly inheritances. And shall not 
the saints desire and long to be in a fall and happy 
possession of that crown, of that inheritance, of 
those jewels that are reserved in heaven for them? 
Christians! how is it, why is it, that your 
heavenly Jerusalem, your mansions above, your 
glorious treasures, suffer not an holy violence, in 
respect of your earnest wishes and burning desires 
after them ? 

A CHaiSTIAN*S MOTTO. 

A Christian's motto always is, or always should 
be, Spero mdioraj I hope for better things ; I hope 
for better things than any the world can give to 
mc, or than any that Satan can take from me. A 
Christian is always rich in hope, though he hath 
not always a penny in hand. 
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